




Find and read these passages:
1. Genesis 12:1-3, 7
2. Genesis 26:2-5
3. Genesis 28:13-15
4. Genesis 50:24-25
5. Exodus 3:7-10
6. Exodus 6:2-9



OVERVIEW OF ISRAEL’S MOVES:

1. Wilderness of Sinai (1 - 10:10)

2. Travelling (10:11 - 12)

3. Wilderness of Paran (13 - 19)

4. Travelling (20 - 21)

5. Wilderness of Moab (22 - 36)



WILDERNESS 
OF SINAI

(1 – 10:10)



WILDERNESS OF SINAI (1-10:10)
The first census

• All men who can fight, from age 20 and up

• Levites were not included

• Total of 603,550 men

– Estimated 2-3 million people in total



The First Census (Mt Sinai)



WILDERNESS OF 
SINAI (1-10:10)

Order in the camp:

• Logistics of moving 
millions of people





THE LEVITES (1:47-53)

• Levites are not included in 12 tribes

• They are set apart to minister to God

• They have the specific role of looking after the 
Tabernacle



THE LEVITES

• They were redeemed by God in exchange for 
firstborn sons of Israel (3:11-13; 8:14-19)

• They were given to Aaron and the priests to 
serve under their leadership (3:9)

• Provided for by God in the offerings given by 
the people (eg. 7:5, 18:21)





THE LEVITES

• Priests – covered the holy things

• Kohathites – carried the holy things

• Gershonites – carried the hangings/curtains

• Merarites – carried the structure/frame



INTERESTING POINTS

• Defilement – send the people outside the camp

• Adultery Test – protecting marriage and women

• Nazirites – ‘a vow of separation unto God’

• Aaron’s Blessing – 6:22-27

• Chapter 7 is a flashback to Exodus 40



INTERESTING POINTS

• Offerings from each tribe – very detailed

• The Levites are dedicated for service

• The Passover – one year on from Egypt



LOGISTICS OF MOVING A NATION

• Numbers 9:15-23

• Follow the leading of God – remain with Him!

• Numbers 10:1-10

• A system of communication – silver trumpets





TRAVELLING (10:11 - 12)
Israel sets out from Sinai after almost a year:

• Exodus 19:1 
they arrived 3rd month after exodus from Egypt

• Numbers 1:1 
1st day of 2nd month of 2nd year

• Numbers 10:11 
they depart 20th day of 2nd month of 2nd year



TRAVELLING (10:11 - 12)
Moses knows where they are going (10:29)

‘Then Moses said to Hobab… “We are setting 
out to the place of which the LORD said, ‘I will 
give it to you’; come with us and we will do you 
good, for the LORD has promised good 
concerning Israel.”’



TRAVELLING
(10:11 - 12)



TRAVELLING (10:11 - 12)
• Israel had journeyed 3 days and…

‘Now the people became like those who 
complain of adversity in the hearing of the 
LORD’ (11:1)

• God’s anger is experienced in consuming fire

• Moses intercedes for the people

• God relents in response to Moses



THE PEOPLE
‘…the sons of Israel wept again and said, “Who 
will give us meat to eat? We remember the fish 
which we used to eat free in Egypt, the 
cucumbers and the melons and the leeks and the 
onions and the garlic, but now our appetite is 
gone. There is nothing to look at except this 
manna.”’ (11:4-6)



MOSES
“Where am I to get meat to give to all this 
people? For they weep before me, saying, ‘Give 
us meat that we may eat!’

I alone am not able to carry all this people, 
because it is too burdensome for me… please kill 
me at once…” (11:13-15)



GOD
“Gather for Me seventy men from the elders of 
Israel… and they shall bear the burden of the 
people with you, so that you will not bear it all 
alone.” (11:16-17)

“You shall eat… a whole month, until it comes 
out of your nostrils and becomes loathsome to 
you; because you have rejected to LORD” (11:19-
20)



MIRIAM AND AARON (12:1-16)

• Pride/jealousy – looking to pull Moses down 
and undermine his authority

• God knows all our secret murmurs

• Moses doesn’t defend himself – God does

• Miriam is humbled before the whole camp



WILDERNESS 
OF PARAN 
(13 - 19)



Read Numbers 13:1-2

SPYING OUT THE LAND



Numbers 13:1-2

• Commanded by God

• He explains that it is the land ‘which I am 
going to give to the sons of Israel’

• Sending a leader from each tribe = influential

SPYING OUT THE LAND



Read Numbers 13:17-20

SPYING OUT THE LAND



Numbers 13:17-20

• Moses encourages the spies to look:

• At the land

• At the people

• At the cities and fortifications

• For the fruit of the land

SPYING OUT THE LAND







FAITH OR FEAR?

Exodus 23:23

When my angel goes before you and brings you 
to the Amorites and the Hittites and the 
Perizzites and the Canaanites, the Hivites and 
the Jebusites, and I blot them out…



FAITH OR FEAR?

Exodus 23:27-28

I will send my terror before you and will throw 
into confusion all the people against whom you 
shall come, and I will make all your enemies turn 
their backs to you. And I will send hornets before 
you, which shall drive out [the people] from 
before you.



FAITH OR FEAR?

Exodus 23:31

And I will set your border from the Red Sea to 
the Sea of the Philistines, and from the 
wilderness to the Euphrates, for I will give the 
inhabitants of the land into your hand, and you 
shall drive them out before you.



THE CHOICE IS OURS…



REPORTING TO THE PEOPLE

• 10 men say ‘no’, only 2 men say ‘yes’

– Caleb’s faith: “for we will surely overcome it!” (v30)

– It’s so challenging being the minority voice

• Leaders will influence the people they lead

– The responsibility of leaders is no small thing

– Their report spread fear amongst the people



THE RESPONSE OF THE PEOPLE

• Out of fear, the people try to take control

– They fear they will die in the wilderness

– They want to appoint a leader to go back to Egypt

• Caleb and Joshua try to convince the people

– ‘the LORD is with us, do not fear them’ (14:9b)



THE CONSEQUENCE OF REBELLION

‘The people refuse to go into the Promised 
Land, and God honours their choice!’

• God pardons the people, because of Moses’ 
intercession, but their consequence is set

– This generation will not enter the land of promise

– 40 years of wandering the wilderness



THE RESPONSE OF THE PEOPLE

• Motivated by not wanting to be punished, 
they figure they will now trust the LORD and 
try to enter the Promised Land

– God is true to His Word = His punishment stands

– ‘for the LORD is not among you’ (14:42)

– In their own strength, they are defeated



40 YEARS IN THE WILDERNESS

• Further laws are given

– ‘when you enter the land where you are to live’ (15:2)

• Sabbath broken and punished

– God helps them to remember the Law = tassels

• Rebellion in the camp



KORAH’S REBELLION (16 – 17)

• 4 leaders and 250 influential men question the 
authority of Moses and Aaron

• Moses challenges their motives, but leaves it 
to God to defend him

• Resentment over their punishment  they 
blame Moses as God’s representative



KORAH’S REBELLION (16 – 17)

• God judges Korah and the others for their sin

• Korah. Dathan and Abiram and all their 
households are swallowed up

• The 250 men are consumed by fire







KORAH’S REBELLION (16 – 17)

• Then the congregation groan against Moses, 
that he caused these deaths

• Moses still intercedes on their behalf?!

• God judges the people by sending a plague

• Aaron stands in between to intercede by 
atoning for the people



AARON’S ROD (17:1-11)

• God gives the people a sign to confirm His 
authority is upon Aaron and Moses

“Put back the rod of Aaron before the testimony 
to be kept as a sign against the rebels, that you 
may put an end to their grumblings against Me, 
so that they will not die.” (17:10)





THE RED HEIFER (19)

• A ‘type’ of Christ:

– Unblemished

– No defect

– No yoke upon it

– This sacrifice will ‘remove impurity – it is 
purification from sin’ (19:9)



MOSES DISOBEYS (20:2-13)

• ‘shall we bring forth water for you out of this 
rock?’ (v.10)

– Moses equalises himself with God

• ‘Moses lifted up his hand and struck the rock 
twice with his rod’ (v.11)

– He did not obey the command of God





TRAVELLING
(20:14 – 21)



EDOM

• Refused to let Israel pass through their land in 
peace, despite being ‘brothers’

– Jacob and Esau



BATTLE TRAINING

• A new generation of Israel

• The king of Arad

– Israel cries out in dependence upon the LORD

– The LORD brings the victory



THE BRONZE SERPENT (21:5-9)

• Another ‘type’ of Christ:
– Lifted up on a pole

– Anyone with a fatal wound could look up to the 
statue and be healed

– This act required faith in God’s Word and provision 
for salvation

• Read Isaiah 45:22 and John 3:14-15



BATTLE TRAINING

• Sihon, king of Amorites and Og, king of Bashan

– Israel asked for safe passage through Sihon’s land

– They refused and came to meet them in battle

– God brought the victory

– Og came out to meet Israel in battle

– Again, God gave His people victory!!



WILDERNESS 
OF MOAB
(22 - 36)



BALAK AND BALAAM (22-24)

• The reputation of Israel is preceding them

• Balak is fearful and seeks to combat them 
spiritually – a curse from Balaam the Diviner

• ‘you shall not curse the people, for they are 
blessed’ (22:12)



BALAK AND BALAAM (22-24)

• Balaam ends up blessing them 3 times

– God can turn an enemy’s plans around for good!

• He also prophesies King David  Jesus (24:17)

• But Balaam is not a hero…



ISRAEL’S IDOLATRY (25)

• Balaam appears to have given Balak the idea of 
weakening the Israelites by encouraging sexual 
immorality and idol worship of Baal of Peor

– Revelation 2:14

• Judgement upon Israel was 24,000 deaths

• Judgement upon Midian - chapter 31



SECOND CENSUS (26)

• A new generation is being counted

• All men who can fight, from age 20 and up

• Total of 601,730 men

• Levites were not included (total of 23,000)

• Inheritance of land will be given according to 
the size of the tribe





First and Second Census (compared)



SECOND CENSUS (26)

“But among these there was not a man of those 
who were numbered by Moses and Aaron the 
priest, who numbered the sons of Israel in the 
wilderness of Sinai. For the LORD had said, ‘They 
shall surely die in the wilderness’” (26:64-65)



A NEW GENERATION IS POISED

• A new leader is commissioned – Joshua

• Laws are restated – inheritance, offerings, vows

• Reuben, Gad & half of Manasseh settle east of 
the Jordon

• God gives them a ‘pep’ talk in how He will 
enable them to take possession of land



JOURNEY OF 
ISRAEL TO THE 

PROMISED 
LAND 




