












God has a plan

God chooses one man for his purpose





Abram

• Where are we in the story 





Genesis 12

1 Now the LORD said to Abram, “Go from your 
country and your kindred and your father's 
house to the land that I will show you. 2 And I 
will make of you a great nation, and I will bless 
you and make your name great, so that you will 
be a blessing. 3 I will bless those who bless you, 
and him who dishonors you I will curse, and in 
you all the families of the earth shall be 
blessed.”





There was a condition to the promise

• Abram had to do what God wanted him to do

• Leave home and realitives



Gen 12 :4-6

4 So Abram went, as the LORD had told him, 



Gen 12 :4-6
6 Abram passed through the land to the place at 
Shechem,



Gen 12 :7-8

7 Then the LORD appeared to Abram and said, 
“To your offspring I will give this land.”



Gen 12 :7-8

And there he built an altar to the LORD and 
called upon the name of the LORD. 



Abraham and Lot separate 

God now promises Abram again about his 
inheritance and offspring



Gen 13 :14-17
15 for all the land that you see I will give to you 
and to your offspring forever.







Gen 15 :4-6
6 And he believed the LORD, and he counted it to 
him as righteousness.





MELCHIZEDEK (14:17-24)







Five primary covenants in the Old Testament 

• Noahic

• Abrahamic

• Mosaic

• Davidic

• New Covenant



Importance of Abrahamic covenant

• Gods unique relationship with Israel



What is a covenant ?

Two types

1 Suzerian-Vassal

2 Royal Grant



(1) A statement of the terms agreed upon 

(2)   An oath by each party to observe the terms 

(3)   A curse invoked by each one upon himself in case 

disregard of the agreement

(4)   The formal ratification of the covenant by some solemn 

external act.

How a covenant is made and confirmed 



Gen 15 :4-6

“Look toward

heaven, and number the stars, if you are

able to number them.”Then he said to him, “

So shall your offspring be.”



Gen 15 :17-21

“To your offspring I give this land, from the river 
of Egypt to the great river, the river Euphrates,



Gen 15 :7-11

“Bring me a heifer three years old, a female goat 
three years old, a ram three years old, a 
turtledove, and a young pigeon.”



Gen 15 :7-11

cut them in half, and laid each half over against 
the other.





Gen 15 :12-16

a deep sleep fell on Abram.



Gen 15 :12-16

When the sun had gone down and it was dark, 
behold, a smoking fire pot and a flaming torch 
passed between these pieces



Gen 15 :12-16

On that day the LORD made a covenant with 
Abram, 







Gen 17 :1-2

1 “I am God Almighty; walk before me, and be 
blameless, 2 that I may make my covenant 
between me and you, and may multiply you 
greatly.”



Gen 17 :7

for an everlasting covenant, to be God to you 
and to your offspring after you. 



Gen 17 :11
11 You shall be circumcised in the flesh of your 
foreskins, and it shall be a sign of the covenant 
between me and you. 



Naming of  Abraham

• Abram – Exalted Father

• Abraham - Father of nations



Abraham and Isaac



Character

Righteous (15:6)

Cowardly  (12:11-13)

God Fearing (22:12)

Faithful (Hebrews 11:8-11)



What can we learn from the story of 
Abraham
God keeps his promises however long

Those who believe in God and his promises are considered 
righteous 

All those who believe in Jesus receive the blessing of 
Abraham – to be Gods chosen and beloved

Evidence of true faith found in our actions



Hebrews 11:8  (ESV)
8 By faith Abraham obeyed when he was 
called to go out to a place that he was to 
receive as an inheritance. And he went 
out, not knowing where he was going. 

Galatians 3:14  (ESV)
14 so that in Christ Jesus the blessing of 
Abraham might come to the Gentiles, so 
that we might receive the promised Spirit
through faith.



Genesis 17:19   (ESV)

19 God said, “No, but Sarah your wife shall bear you a son, 
and you shall call his name Isaac. I will establish my 
covenant with him as an everlasting covenant for his 
offspring after him.





Parallels between Isaac and Jesus

• Both Isaac and Jesus are identified as the "son 
of Abraham" [see Genesis 21:3; 22:2; 
Matthew 1:1].



Parallels between Isaac and Jesus

• Both the birth of Isaac and Jesus, there was a 
long interval between the promise and the 
fulfillment.

• The announcement of the births to Sarah and 
Mary both seemed incredible and impossible.



Parallels between Isaac and Jesus
• The servants of the Lord visited Abraham and 

they announced the birth of Isaac, Sarah laughed 
and said, "This thing cannot be. It is beyond 
belief."

• Mary asked the question about the virgin birth. 
When the angel made the announcement, she 
asked, "How can this be, seeing I know not a 
man?"



Parallels between Isaac and Jesus

• Isaac and Jesus were named before their 
births. Abraham and Sarah were told that they 
were going to have a son and that they were 
to name him Isaac.

• The angel said to Joseph, you  shall call his 
name Jesus:



Parallels between Isaac and Jesus

• Both were offered in sacrifice [Genesis 22:2; 
John 1:29; Matthew 27:35; Mark 15:24; Luke 
23:33; John 11:5019:17-18].

• The sacrifice was offered in the land of Moriah 
– Jerusalem [Genesis 22:2; 2 Chronicles 3:1; 
Matthew 16:21-23].



Parallels between Isaac and Jesus

• Both Jesus and Isaac took a donkey to the 
place where they were to be sacrificed.

• Both sons carried the wood for their own 
sacrifice [Genesis 22:6; John 19:17]

• Both were "bound" and placed on top of the 
wood [Genesis 22:9; John 19:18-19; 
Philippians 2:8].



Parallels between Isaac and Jesus

• Both willingly allow themselves to be offered 
in sacrifice [Genesis 22:7-8; Colossians 2:6-8].



God has a plan

God chooses one man for his purpose




