




25:21   A LINEAGE OF BARRENESS

And Isaac prayed to the LORD for his wife, 
because she was barren. And the LORD granted 
his prayer, and Rebekah conceived.



25:21   A LINEAGE OF BARRENESS

God’s covenant promise wholly 
depends upon Him to fulfill it.



25:23   A PROPHETIC WORD

And the LORD said to her,

“Two nations are in your womb,

And two peoples from within you shall be 
divided;

The one shall be stronger than the other,

The older shall serve the younger.”



ROMANS 9:6-13

‘’for though the twins were not yet born and had 
not done anything good or bad, so that God’s 
purpose according to His choice would stand, 
not because of works but because of Him who 
calls” (v.11)



25:19-24   
TWINS

• Jacob means 
‘he deceives’

• Isaac favours 
Esau / Rebekah 
favours Jacob



27:1-29
ISAAC’S

BLESSING



27:28-29  A BLESSING IS GIVEN

“May God give you of the dew of heaven

And of the fatness of the earth

And plenty of grain and wine.



27:28-29  A BLESSING IS GIVEN

Let peoples serve you,

And nations bow down to you.

Be lord over your brothers,

And may your mother’s sons bow down to you.



27:28-29  A BLESSING IS GIVEN

Cursed be everyone who curses you,

And blessed be everyone who blesses you!”



27:1-29  A FAMILY MESS

• Isaac – seeks to secretly bless Esau despite 
God’s prophetic word

• Rebekah – deceives her husband, leads her 
son to sin, takes the matter into her hands

• Jacob – deceives his father

• Esau – attempts to claim what is not his



GOD IS SOVEREIGN

“The point is that the sovereign will of God is 
done, in spite of our or any other person’s 
opposition to it.” 

[Boice, cited in BlueLetterBible]



27:30-41   ESAU HATES JACOB



27:41-28:2   
A PLAN TO 
PROTECT 

JACOB



ISAAC PASSES ON HIS BLESSING

28:3-4

God Almighty bless you and make you fruitful 
and multiply you, that you may become a 
company of peoples. May he give the blessing of 
Abraham to you and to your offspring with you, 
that you may take possession of the land…



28:10-22 
JACOB PERSONALLY 
ENCOUNTERS THE 

LORD



GOD PASSES ON THE COVENANT

28:13-15

“I am the LORD, the God of Abraham your father 
and the God of Isaac. 



GOD PASSES ON THE COVENANT

28:13-15

The land on which you lie I will give to you and 
to your offspring. 



GOD PASSES ON THE COVENANT

28:13-15

Your offspring shall be like the dust of the earth, 
and you shall spread abroad to the west and to 
the east and to the north and to the south 



GOD PASSES ON THE COVENANT

28:13-15

And in you and your offspring shall all the 
families of the earth be blessed.



GOD PASSES ON THE COVENANT

28:13-15

Behold, I am with you and will keep you 
wherever you go, and will bring you back to this 
land. For I will not leave you until I have done 
what I have promised you.”



PHILIPPIANS 1:6

“…He who began a good work in 
you will bring it to completion at 
the day of Jesus Christ”



JACOB’S RESPONSE

28:20-22

“If God will… then I will…”

•Jacob puts conditions on God’s unconditional 
covenant.



29:1-30   
JACOB FINDS A 
WIFE (or two…)



THE DECEIVER IS DECEIVED

• Jacob reaps what he has sown

• He lives 20 years under the deceptive 
leadership of his father-in-law

• Perhaps this was God’s discipline in Jacob’s 
life, to shape his character



JACOB’S CHILDREN

By Leah:

•Reuben – behold, a son

•Simeon – hearing

•Levi – connection / attachment

•Judah – praise 



JACOB’S CHILDREN

By Bilhah (Rachel’s maid, a surrogate mother):

•Dan – from a valley / judgement

•Naphtali – wrestle



JACOB’S CHILDREN

By Zilpah (Leah’s maid, a surrogate mother):

•Gad – fortunate 

•Asher – favourable/ happy



JACOB’S CHILDREN

By Leah:

•Issachar – reward 

•Zebulun – dwelling 

•Dinah is the first daughter mentioned



JACOB’S CHILDREN

By Rachel:

•Joseph – may the LORD add

•Benjamin – son of the right hand



30:25-43   JACOB IS BLESSED

31:27 “…the LORD has blessed me [Laban]
because of you.”

31:30 “For you [Laban] had little before I came, 
and it has increased abundantly, and the LORD 
has blessed you wherever I turned.”



30:25-43   
JACOB PROSPERS

30:43  Thus the man 
increased greatly and had 
large flocks, female servants 
and male servants, and 
camels and donkeys.



31   TIME TO RETURN TO CANAAN

31:3  Then the LORD said to Jacob, “Return to 
the land of your fathers and to your relatives, 
and I will be with you.”

31:13 “I am the God of Bethel, where you 
anointed a pillar and made a vow to me. Now 
arise, go out from this land and return…”



32:1-23  JACOB FEARS ESAU

• It has been 20 years since he last saw Esau, 
who wanted to kill him

• God has sent him to Canaan

– Does he trust that God is good?

– Will he trust God’s promise to be with him?

• God had just intervened with Laban



32:1-23  JACOB FEARS ESAU

Jacob should have said, “I don’t know if Esau is 
coming to me in peace or in war. I hope for 
peace, but if it is war, I trust God will protect 
me.” 

[cited in BlueLetterBible]



32:1-23  JACOB FEARS ESAU

Read Jacob’s prayer and take note of the positive 
things he does.

•Genesis 32:9-12



32:1-23  JACOB FEARS ESAU

Jacob sends gifts ahead of him to appease Esau:

– 200 female goats / 20 male

– 200 female sheep / 20 male

– 30 camels & their young

– 40 cows / 10 bulls

– 20 female donkeys / 10 male



32:24-32   GOD WRESTLES JACOB

• ‘a man wrestled with him…’ (v.24)

– Seems God wanted to wrestle something out of 
Jacob, to do a work in him

– Through this wrestling, Jacob the ‘deceiver’ 
becomes Israel ‘he who struggles with God’

– Jacob is changed in this encounter



33:1-40  JACOB AND ESAU MEET

• Esau responds to Jacob

– Runs to him

– Embraces him

– Holds him closely

– Kisses

– Weeps over him



34:1-31  SONS OF JACOB

• Deception is a character trait that the sons 
know of their father and have witnessed in 
their grandfather

• Not a great family legacy



35:1-22  JACOB ON THE MOVE

• “as they journeyed, there was a great terror 
upon the cities which were around them…” (v.5)

• God promises Jacob ‘kings shall come from you’

– Judah: the line of David and also the Messiah

• Benjamin is born and Rachel dies

• Isaac dies at 180 years of age





35:1-22  JACOB ON THE MOVE
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“He was loved and hated, favored and abused,
tempted and trusted, exalted and abased. Yet at
no point in the one-hundred-and-ten-year life of
Joseph did he ever seem to get his eyes off God
or cease to trust him. Adversity did not harden
his character. Prosperity did not ruin him. He
was the same in private as in public. He was a
truly great man.”

[Boice, cited in BlueLetterBible]



31  JOSEPH AND HIS BROTHERS

Joseph was:

• Favoured by their father

• Given special treatment

• Gave a bad report about them to his dad

• Boasted about dreams he had
– His family would bow down to him



31  JOSEPH AND HIS BROTHERS

The brothers:

•Hated him  hated him more  even more!

•Could not speak on friendly terms with him

•Were jealous of him

•Mocked him  ‘the dreamer’

•Plotted to kill him



GOD’S SOVEREIGNTY TESTED?

“Without intending to, they [the brothers] put 
Joseph’s dreams to the ultimate test. If the 
dreams really were from God, they could not be 
defeated by the hatred of the brothers.”

[Guzik, cited in BlueLetterBible]



39  JOSEPH IS FAVOURED BY GOD

• v.2 ‘The LORD was with Joseph, so he became 
a successful man’

• v.3 ‘his master saw that the LORD was with 
him and how the LORD caus6 ed all that he did 
to prosper in his hand.’

• v.6 ‘So he left everything he owned in   
Joseph’s charge’



39  JOSEPH: A MAN OF CHARACTER

• Refused the offers of Potiphar’s wife

• Vocally made a stance against her actions

• Did not listen to her

• Fled in the moment of danger

• Removed himself from the situation



39  JOSEPH IS FAVOURED BY GOD

• v.21 ‘but the LORD was with Joseph and 
extended kindness to him, and gave him 
favour in the sight of the chief jailer’

• v.23 ‘…and whatever he did, the LORD made to 
prosper.’



41-42
GOD’S PROVIDENCE

God’s fingerprints 
are all over this 
story!



A PROPHETIC DREAM 
FULFILLED

... And 
Joseph's 
brothers came 
and bowed 
themselves 
before him 
with their 
faces to the 
ground. (42:6)



50:19-21 JOSEPH FORGIVES

“Do not fear, for am I in the place of God? As for 
you, you meant evil against me, but God meant 
it for good, to bring it about that many 
people should be kept alive, as they are today…”



JOSEPH ENCOURAGES HOPE

And Joseph said to his brothers, “I am about to 
die, but God will visit you and bring you up out 
of this land to the land that he swore to 
Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob.” 25 Then Joseph 
made the sons of Israel swear, saying, “God will 
surely visit you, and you shall carry up my bones 
from here.” (50:24-25)




