






JUDGES 21:25

In those days there was no king 
in Israel. Everyone did what was 
right in his own eyes.



STRUCTURE OF THE BOOK:

1. The Military Failure of Israel (1 – 3:6)

1. The Rescue of Israel By The Judges (3:7–16)

1. The Moral Failure of Israel (17 – 21)



The Military Failure of 
Israel (1-3:6)



FAILURE TO POSSESS THE LAND

Manasseh did not drive out the inhabitants…

And Ephraim did not drive out the Canaanites…

Zebulun did not drive out the inhabitants…

Asher did not drive out the inhabitants…

Naphtali did not drive out…

The Amorites pressed Dan back into the hills…



GOD’S ORIGINAL COMMANDS

• Exodus 23:20-33

• Exodus 34:10-16

• Deuteronomy 7:1-7

• Deuteronomy 8:10-14



JUDGES 21:25

In those days there was no king 
in Israel. Everyone did what was 
right in his own eyes.



COMPROMISE = DISOBEDIENCE

• Not driving the inhabitants out of the land

– Deuteronomy 7:2

• Intermarrying with the people of Canaan

– Deuteronomy 7:3-4

• Not breaking down altars to false gods

– Deuteronomy 7:5



DISOBEDIENCE HAS CONSEQUENCES

• Numbers 33:55-56



JUDGES 2:10

And all that generation also were gathered to 
their fathers. And there arose another 
generation after them who did not know the 
LORD or the work that He had done for Israel.



THEY FORGOT GOD…

• Deuteronomy 4:9-10



APOSTASY – SIN AND IDOLS

Judges 2:11-12

And the people of Israel did what was evil in the 
sight of the LORD and served the Baals. And 
they abandoned the LORD, the God of their 
fathers… They went after other gods…



GOD’S ANGER

Judges 2:14

So the anger of the LORD was kindled against 
Israel, and He gave them over to plunderers, 
who plundered them. And He sold them into the 
hands of their surrounding enemies…



ISRAEL IN DISTRESS

Judges 2:15b

And they were in terrible distress.

Judges 2:18b

For the LORD was moved to pity by their 
groaning because of those who afflicted them…



GOD RAISES JUDGES TO RESCUE

Judges 2:16

Then the LORD raised up judges, who saved 
them out of the hand of those who plundered 
them.



BUT THEY TURNED BACK

Judges 2:19

But whenever the judge died, they turned back 
and were more corrupt than their fathers… They 
did not drop any of their practices or their 
stubborn ways.



GOD’S ANGER… AGAIN

Judges 2:20

So the anger of the LORD was kindled against 
Israel…





The Rescue of Israel By The Judges 
(3:7 – 16)



GOD USES SINFUL LEADERS

“The empowerment of God’s Spirit upon these 
screwed up judges does not mean He endorses 
their choices…” [The Bible Project]

•God is committed to saving His people, but all 
He has to work with are these (mostly) corrupt 
leaders



OTHNIEL



EHUD



SHAMGAR



DEBORAH



GIDEON



ABIMELECH



TOLA 
and
JAIR



JEPHTHAH



IBZAN / ELON / ABDON



SAMSON



The Moral 
Failure of Israel 

(17 – 21)



IDOL WORSHIP (17 – 18)



CIVIL WAR (19 – 21)



JUDGES 21:25

In those days there was no king 
in Israel. Everyone did what was 
right in his own eyes.






