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Literary Genres

• Newspaper report

• Poem

• Diary entry

• Soap Opera

• Letter to insurance

• Letter to husband



What are the different Genres?



What are the different Genres?
• Law
• Historical Narrative
• Wisdom/Poetry
• Prophecy
• Gospel
• Letter
• Apocalyptic





Law
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Historical Narrative

• Joshua

• Judges

• 1&2 Samuel

• 1&2 Kings

• 1&2 Chronicles

• Ezra
• Nehemiah
• Esther
• Ruth

• Acts
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Poetry

• 33% of Old Testament 

• Used in wisdom books

• Used by prophets



Poetry

• Different from English poetry



Why Poetry

• ALL of the Scriptures are inspired by the Holy 
Spirit. 

• His Word to be as beautiful and appealing to 
us. 

• Easy for us to memorize.



Why does God use poetry in the bible?
• Connect with emotions and imagination. 

• Touches you deeply

• It stirs you to respond, act, fight and empathise with 
writer. 

• Poetry appeals to a sense of beauty, symmetry 
through rhyme, rhythm and repetition. 



What is special about Hebrew Poetry?

• Relies on sense; invite you to taste touch; be 
in the moment

• Translated does not lose its impact or sense or 
picture



General characteristics 

• Very compact.

• It tries to express truth, feelings or 
experiences in imagery.

• It is primarily written not oral. 



Structure

• Highly structured. 

• 1. Balanced lines (parallelism)

• 2. Word plays

• 3. Sound plays



Parallelism

Hebrew Poetry’s “seconding sequence”

• The second line is SYNONYMOUS.

• The second line is ANTITHETICAL.

• The second line is SYNTHETIC.



Synonymous

• 1. – the lines express the same thought in 
different words:

• Psalm 49:1



Psalm 49:1

• Hear this, all peoples!
Give ear, all inhabitants of the world,



Antithetical

• – the lines express opposite thoughts by 
means of contrast or stating the positive and 
the negative:

• Psalm 1:6



Psalm 1:6

• for the LORD knows the way of the righteous,
but the way of the wicked will perish.



Synthetic

• – the next two or three lines develop the 
thought – Ps. 19:7-9



Psalm 19:7-9
• The law of the LORD is perfect,

reviving the soul;
the testimony of the LORD is sure,

making wise the simple;
8 the precepts of the LORD are right,

rejoicing the heart;
the commandment of the LORD is pure,

enlightening the eyes;
9 the fear of the LORD is clean,

enduring forever;
the rules of the LORD are true,

and righteous altogether.



Chiastic

• 4. – a pattern of poetry expressing the 
message in a descending and ascending 
order. The main point is found in the middle 
of the pattern.



Isaiah 6:10

• 10 Make the heart of this people dull,
and their ears heavy,

and blind their eyes;
lest they see with their eyes,

and hear with their ears,
and understand with their hearts,

and turn and be healed.”



Acrostic

• First letters of each line spell out the word or 
phrase



Acrostic

• Pro. 31:10-31

• Starts with the first letter of the Hebrew 
alphabet and ends with the last



Word play

• Eli (1 Samuel)



Word play

• honor your sons more than Me, to make 
yourselves fat with the best of all the 
offerings of Israel

• 1 Sam 2:29



Word play

• Eli fell over backward from his seat by the 
side of the gate, and his neck was broken and 
he died, for the man was old and heavy. 

• 1 Sam 4:18



Word play

• heavy in Hebrew is kabed. 

• honor which is kabod. 

• Eli’s heaviness is directly related to the lack of 
honor



Sound play

• Jeremiah 1 :11-12



Sound play

• 11 And the word of the LORD came to me, 
saying, “Jeremiah, what do you see?” And I 
said, “I see an almond branch.” 12 Then 
the LORD said to me, “You have seen well, for I 
am watching over my word to perform it.”



Sound play

• In Hebrew the word for almond tree 
is shaqed, while the word for watching 
is shoqed.



Guide to understanding Hebrew poetry

• A. Look for the central truth.

• B. Identify the figurative language 

• C Attempt to identify the type of parallelism involved

• D Relate the longer poems to their context

• E. Judges 4 is prose and Judges 5 is poetry of the same 
event 



Poetry 

• Connect with emotions and imagination. 

• It stirs you to respond, act, fight and 

empathise with writer. 
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Wisdom Literature 

• To teach people about God and about 
having high moral standards



Proverbs 2:6-7

6 For the LORD gives wisdom;

from his mouth come 

knowledge and understanding;



Proverbs 6:23

For the commandment is a lamp and the 
teaching a light,

and the reproofs of discipline are the way of 
life,



Wisdom Literature 

• Wisdom Books: 
• Job
• Proverbs
• Ecclesiastes 

• Poetry Books: 
• Psalms
• Song of Songs



Book Theme Question

Job The problem of suffering Why do good things happen to bad 
people?

Wisdom Books
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Book Theme Question

Job The problem of suffering Why do good things happen to bad 
people?

Psalms Prayer and worship How do I approach God?

Proverbs The problem of conduct How shall I live?

Ecclesiastes The problem of meaning in 
life

Why am I here?

Song of Songs Love How shall I love?

Wisdom Books



Characteristics of Wisdom Literature 
– References to the law

– Search for meaning of life

– Exploration of the difficult mysteries of life

– Commitment to discovering moral lessons of daily 
life

– Belief that good and wise living is rewarded, and evil 
ways lead to death (spiritual or physical)







What can we learn from Job?
• Is there application for life today?

• Was sin involved in Job’s suffering?

• Is there sin in all suffering?

• Why does God allow suffering?



JOB

ARGUMENT: 

I’m innocent

IMPLICATION: 

My suffering is not Divine justice



JOB

CONCLUSION  A: 

God doesn’t run the world according to justice

OR

CONCLUSION B:

God is unjust



GOD

RESPONSE: Job doesn’t have a universal vantage 
point (he has a limited view/perspective)

CONCLUSION: Job is not in a position to accuse 
God!



Job 28:23  NLT

“God alone understands the way to wisdom;
he knows where it can be found,

24 for he looks throughout the whole earth
and sees everything under the heavens.



CONCLUSION              Job’s friends     

GOD

LAW OF JUSTICE



CONCLUSION                        For us

JUSTICE

GOD



Biblical Wisdom

• Attempts to bring about a right relation 
between God and man.

• It teaches sensible living that is both godly 
and good. 

• When troubles do come, Wisdom 
maintains the wise man will be able to 
bear them
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Prophecy

MAJOR PROPHETS MINOR PROPHETS

Isaiah
Jeremiah
Lamentations
Ezekiel
Daniel

Hosea
Joel
Amos
Obadiah
Jonah
Micah

Nahum
Habakkuk
Zephaniah
Haggai
Zechariah
Malachi



Prophecy

The role of Prophets:

• God’s representative and messenger

• Covenant enforcer



Prophecy

Forthtelling

• Knowing the will of God and exhorting others 
to accomplish this

Foretelling

• Gaining insight into the future plans of God 
and preparing people for what is to come



Prophecy

Difficulties in Interpretation:

• Historical distance

• Spoken nature
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Apocalyptic







Apocalyptic Genre

• “Apocalyptic” 

• derives from the Greek word apokalypsis, 

• which means “unveiling” or “revelation.” 



Apocalyptic Genre

• Reveals hidden knowledge

• Strange and mysterious language

• Events and pictures difficult to understand

• (Visions)



Apocalyptic Genre

• About the whole world

• Mainly predictive

• Has historical setting



Apocalyptic Genre

• Lot of symbolism

• Focus on future and end time events



Apocalyptic Genre

• Major theme God’s victory over evil

• The end of suffering

• Visible reign of God on earth



Apocalyptic Genre

• Written in times of trouble

• Features supernatural figures communicating 
to human community

• Circumstances are highlighted as supernatural 
battle



Daniel 7:2
• I saw in my vision by night, and behold, the four 

winds of heaven were stirring up the great 
sea. 3 And four great beasts came up out of the 
sea, different from one another. 4 The first was 
like a lion and had eagles' wings. Then as I looked 
its wings were plucked off, and it was lifted up 
from the ground and made to stand on two feet 
like a man, and the mind of a man was given to 
it.



Revelation 13:1
• And I saw a beast rising out of the sea, with ten 

horns and seven heads, with ten diadems on its 
horns and blasphemous names on its 
heads. 2 And the beast that I saw was like a 
leopard; its feet were like a bear's, and its mouth 
was like a lion's mouth. And to it the dragon gave 
his power and his throne and great authority.



Purpose of Apocalytic genre

• To show God is in control

• Understand the big picture do not get caught 
up in the small details
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Gospels

The Gospels can be divided into:

• Sayings – the teachings of Jesus

• Narratives – stories about Jesus



Gospels

The Gospels have two levels:

• The historical context of Jesus

• The historical context of the individual authors



Gospels

The different perspectives of the 4 Gospels:

• Mark = Jesus as the suffering servant

• Matthew = Jesus as promised Messiah

• Luke = Jesus as fully human

• John = Jesus as Divine





Letters



Letters



Types of Paul’s letters

• Personal

• Occasional 

• General




