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Book Theme Question

Job The problem of suffering Why do good things happen to bad 
people?

Proverbs The problem of conduct How shall I live?

Ecclesiastes The problem of meaning in 
life

Why am I here?

Wisdom Books



Nature of wisdom literature

• Stands apart from God’s covenant

• Uses observation of nature 



Biblical Wisdom

• Attempts to bring about a right relation 
between God and man.

• It teaches sensible living that is both godly 
and good. 

• When troubles do come, Wisdom 
maintains the wise man will be able to 
bear them
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Psalms Proverbs

Book of Worship Book of Wisdom

Speak to our spirit Speak to our intellect

Life in the prayer room Life out in the street

Teach us how to be holy before God Teach us how to practice our holiness 
before man

Teach you to love the Lord with all your 
heart and soul and mind

Teach you to love your neighbour as 
yourself



Proverbs

• What is a proverb?

• Who wrote proverbs?

• What is the purpose of the book?

• How to read proverbs



Title of Book

• Proverbs  1:1



Proverbs 1:1

• The proverbs of Solomon, son of David, king 
of Israel:



What is a proverb?



What is a proverb?

• A pithy wise saying

• Observation about life



What is a proverb?
• A succinct statement that stands in place of a long 

explanation and expresses a truth about reality.

• Short, wise, easy to remember saying that calls a 
person to action

• Does not argue with spiritual and moral beliefs 
assumes we already hold them  



What is a proverb?

• Deep spiritual insight drawn from experience



Definition of Proverb

• The Hebrew -mashal

• root meaning “to be like” 

• “parable.” 

• “comparison, similarity, or parallel”.



Definition of Proverb

• Act of ruling or reigning or exercising 
dominion.

• They are rules for living.

• They are concentrated truths. 



Definition of Proverb

• They are black and white.

• Force you to pass judgment upon yourself.

• Causes the reader to reflect on what has been 
said.



A Proverb States What is Generally True

• Train up a child in the way he should go;
even when he is old he will not depart 

from it.

• 22:6



A Proverb States What is Generally True

• My son, do not forget my teaching,
but let your heart keep my 

commandments,
2 for length of days and years of life

and peace they will add to you.

3:1-2



A Proverb States What is Generally True

• A proverb is not true in every circumstance

• It presupposes the right circumstance for 
its proper application.  



A Proverb is Not A Promise

• A proverb expresses a truth that is always consistent, 

• Promises guarantee that stated effects will happen 

• Some promises are conditional, others are 
unconditional. 



Proverbs in the bible

• Ezekiel 18:2



Ezekiel 18:2

• 2 “What do you mean by repeating this 
proverb concerning the land of Israel, ‘The 
fathers have eaten sour grapes, and the 
children's teeth are set on edge’?



Setting the scene



Proverbs

• What is a proverb?

• Who wrote proverbs?

• What is the purpose of the book?

• How to read proverbs



Who wrote proverbs?



Solomon

• The third King of Israel.

• Solomon means ‘peaceful’.

• Taught by the prophet Nathan.

• Built the Temple



Solomon

• His forty year reign is seen as a high point. 

• Israel’s ‘Golden Age’.



Solomon

• Remembered 700 wives and 300 concubines! 
• Wisdom 
• ‘Proverbs’ was started by him, but had further 

additions later.
• Solomon’s other writings – Song of Songs & 

Ecclesiastes.
•





Solomon asks for wisdom

• Give your servant therefore an understanding 
mind to govern your people, that I 
may discern between good and evil, for who is 
able to govern this your great people?”

• 1 Kings 3:9



1 Kings 4 :30-32

• 30 so that Solomon's wisdom surpassed the 
wisdom of all the people of the east and all 
the wisdom of Egypt. 31 For he was wiser than 
all other men, wiser than Ethan the 
Ezrahite,…. his fame was in all the surrounding 
nations. 32 He also spoke 3,000 proverbs, and 
his songs were 1,005.



Solomon in Kings

• Solomon was blessed with wisdom from God 
(1 Kings 4:29), 

• Man of humility (1 Kings 3:7), 

• Great Diplomat (1 Kings 3:16-28; 1 Kings 5:12) 

• People came from all over the world to hear 
his wisdom



King Hezekiah

• King of Judah 728-686bc.

• Restored true worship in Judah 

• Hezekiah turned back to God and Jerusalem 
was saved.



King Hezekiah

• Hezekiah was given 15 more years life and 
deliverance from the Assyrians.

• These additions in Proverbs attributed to 
Hezekiah come 200 years after Solomon.



Agur

Nothing is known beyond what is recorded in 
Proverbs.

He receives wisdom from reading the scriptures



King Lemuel

• Dedicated to God, a king who was instructed 
by his mother.

• Nothing known for certain. Some Rabbis 
identify him with Solomon.
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Purpose of the book

• Read Proverbs 1:1-7



Purpose of the book

• To know wisdom and instruction, to perceive 
the words of understanding

• To receive the instruction of wisdom, justice, 
judgment, and fairness



Purpose of the book

• To give to the...

• a. Simple (naive) - “prudence”

• b. Young man - “knowledge and discretion”

• c. Wise man - “increased learning”

• d. Man of understanding - “wise counsel”



Purpose of the book
• 1. To make a person wise!

• 2. To learn how to:

• a. Act wisely and righteously

• b. Treat others with fairness



Purpose

• 3. To give...

• a. The ignorant, common sense

• b. The young, sound advice

• c. The wise, even more wisdom



Wisdom



What is wisdom?

• We live in an age of knowledge.



What is wisdom?

• Earthly wisdom

• Pursuit of knowledge

• People can be intelligent and very foolish 
morally. 



Outworking of Wisdom

• Exodus 28:1-3



Exodus 28:1-3

• And you shall speak to all that are wise 
hearted, whom I have filled with the spirit of 
wisdom, that they may make Aaron's 
garments

• Skilled



Exodus 28:1-3

• The Proverbs give you guidelines on how to 
live skilfully. 



Fear of the Lord



Fear of the Lord

• For those that don’t know God they fear He 
will hurt them –

• A sense of being under judgment as 
unbelievers even if we don’t acknowledge it.



Fear of the Lord

• For those that know and love God they fear 
that they will hurt him- they will grieve his 
loving heart. It is about reverence or respect



Proverbs

• What is a proverb?

• Who wrote proverbs?

• What is the purpose of the book?

• How to read proverbs



 

1:1-6 1:7 10:1 21:1 30:1 31:1 
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Outline of Proverbs



Proverbs

• 1 Wisdom for young people (1-9)

• 2 Wisdom for all people (10-24)

• 3 Wisdom for leaders (25-31)



How to understand as you read

• Couplets

• Contrasting

• Comparing

• Complementing



How to understand as you read

• Contrasting  (Antithetical parallelism )

• 10:3

• But



10:3

• The LORD does not let the righteous go hungry,
but he thwarts the craving of the wicked.



How to understand as you read

• Comparing   (Synthetic parallelism )

• 15:16

• As to   /  Better than



15:16

• Better is a little with the fear of the LORD

than great treasure and trouble with it.



How to understand as you read

• Complementing ( Synonymous parallelism )  

• 14:10

• And



14:10

• The heart knows its own bitterness,
and no stranger shares its joy.



How to understand as you read

• Completive proverb – the second line 
completes the thought of the first line 

• Parabolic proverbs – a story with moral 
lesson. The first line is an illustration and the 
second line a teaching



How to understand as you read

• Acrostic – each line beginning with the next 
letter of the alphabet in Chapter 31

• Numerical – ‘there are three things... and 
four’ – it makes it easier to commit to memory



Concepts

The simple/fool

Wisdom as a woman

Father to son



Concepts

The simple/fool



Proverbs 18:2

• A fool takes no pleasure in understanding,
but only in expressing his opinion.



Concepts

Wisdom as a woman



Proverbs 1:20

• Wisdom cries aloud in the street,
in the markets she raises her voice;



Concepts

Father to son



Proverbs 2:1

My son, if you receive my words
and treasure up my commandments with you,

2 making your ear attentive to wisdom
and inclining your heart to understanding;



Proverbs 2:5

• then you will understand the fear of the LORD

and find the knowledge of God.



Proverbs 2:6

• For the LORD gives wisdom;
from his mouth come knowledge and 
understanding;



Psalms 49:4

• I will incline my ear to a proverb;
I will solve my riddle to the music of the 

lyre.

Riddle – thought provoking question



How to Study Proverbs

a. Just read (and reread)

b. Highlight key words, e.g. wisdom and folly

c. Study topics

d. Compare topics (wise and foolish words/women)

e. Use  outlines from resources/commentaries

f. Compare to other scriptures (Job and Ecclesiastes; Joseph and 
Daniel)



Principles for Reading the Book
Is it ?

Observation

Experience

Revelation

Or combination of these things.



Principles for Reading the Book
How do I apply it?

Observation

Bit of advice 

Warning

Reflection 

Another kind of teaching?



Principles for Reading the Book 

How would Christ as the fulfillment of wisdom 

illustrate the proverb in the NT



Luke 2:40 

• And the child grew and became strong, filled 
with wisdom. And the favour of God was upon 
him.



Luke 11:31 

• she came from the ends of the earth to hear 
the wisdom of Solomon, 

• and behold, something greater than Solomon 
is here.



Living life with  Proverbs
• God’s will is intensely practical.
• A life lived in God’s will is a happy life.
• A life lived in God’s will is a useful life.
• A life lived in God’s will is achieved by diligence and 

discipline.
• Such a life is available to those to seek it.

• Comparisons, Contradictions, Consequences










