
 

KINGS 

LITERARY TYPE: Historical Narrative. 1 and 2 Kings were originally one book. 

AUTHOR: The author is unknown, but it is suggested that the prophet, Jeremiah, may have written the 
account with the help of other prophets. It is likely that the author/s would have made use of court records 
including ‘The Book of the History of the Kings of Israel/Judah’ (see 1 Kings 14:19, 29). 

DATE: The historical events recorded in the book of Kings are dated from 971BC to 586BC. They cover Israel’s 
history from King David, the reign of Solomon and the height of Israel’s power, to the division of the nation 
into the 10 northern tribes and the 2 southern tribes. It follows the decline of both nations until the fall of 
the Northern Kingdom in 722BC and the Southern Kingdom in 586BC. The book was believed to have been 
written soon after the events took place. 

RECIPIENTS: The Israelites who were in captivity in Babylon. 

OCCASION: To record the history of the nation of Israel; for those now in exile and for the generations that 
would follow. The book gives an explanation of why Israel finds itself in exile under other nations - because 
of the faithfulness of God to fulfill His promise of blessings and curses, and also because of the unfaithfulness 
of Israel in keeping the covenant and their disobedience to God’s commands. 

CONTENT SURVEY: 
1 and 2 Kings make a chiastic structure when combined together, which forms our content survey. 

 
A – Solomon and a united monarchy [1 Kings 1:1 – 11:25] 

B – Jeroboam/Rehoboam = division of the kingdom [1 Kings 11:26 – 14:32] 
C – Kings of Judah & Israel [1 Kings 15:1 – 16:22] 

D – 1. the evil of the Omride Dynasty/rise and fall of Baal cult  
2. the voice of Elijah & Elisha 
[1 Kings 16:23 – 2 Kings 12] 

C1 – Kings of Judah & Israel [2 Kings 13 – 16] 
B1 – Fall of Northern Kingdom [2 Kings 17] 

A1 – the United Kingdom of Judah [2 Kings 18 – 25]     

KEY VERSE: 
1 Kings 9:6-7 
But if you turn aside from following me, you or your children, and do not keep my commandments and my 
statutes that I have set before you, but go and serve other gods and worship them, then I will cut off Israel 
from the land that I have given them, and the house that I have consecrated for my name I will cast out of 
my sight, and Israel will become a proverb and a byword among all peoples. 

2 Kings 23:27 
And the Lord said, “I will remove Judah also out of my sight, as I have removed Israel, and I will cast off this 
city that I have chosen, Jerusalem, and the house of which I said, My name shall be there.” 
 
Sources: Willmington’s Bible Handbook and SOTW lectures 

 


