
 

PROVERBS 

 
LITERARY TYPE: Wisdom Book - ‘How to live’ 
The book is a collection of proverbs and wise sayings for the purpose of imparting wisdom. Some proverbs 
deal with serious moral issues whereas others are observations on everyday life. 
 
AUTHOR: The book includes sayings from several authors, but the majority are from King Solomon. The 
book can be divided into 7 sections. 
 
Solomon  
(1-9)   1:1 suggests Solomon may be the author for this first section. 
(10-22:16)   This second section is directly attributed to Solomon. 
(22:17-24:34)   This third section is known as ‘Words of the Wise’ and it is believed that Solomon wrote 
many of these proverbs. 
(25-29)   This fourth section is from Solomon. 
(31:10-31)   Many scholars assume Solomon wrote this portion, the seventh/final section. 
It is believed that out of Solomon’s 3000 proverbs, 800 are included in this book of Proverbs. 
Agur 
(30)   Agur was likely not an Israelite, but is credited with this fifth section. 
Lemuel 
(31:1-9)   Lemuel was a king (some believe that he was actually Solomon), credited for this sixth section. 
 
DATE: Solomon reigned 970-930BC and the advisors of King Hezekiah (25:1) lived some 200 years after 
Solomon. The dates for the anonymous authors and for Agur and Lemuel are unknown. 
 
RECIPIENTS: The Israelites 
 
OCCASION: It seems that Proverbs is addressed to those who are simple, who have not made up their 
mind between the way of wisdom or the way of folly. The key is that wisdom comes from the fear of the 
LORD 1:1-7 and Proverbs illustrates how to apply this in daily life. 
 
CONTENT SURVEY: 
Introduction (1:1-7) 
Lectures of father to son (1:8 - 9:18) 
Proverbs of Solomon (10:1 - 22:16) 
The thirty sayings of the wise (22:17 - 24:22) 
More sayings of the wise (24:23-34) 
More Proverbs of Solomon (25:1 - 29:27) 
The sayings of Agur (30:1-33) 
The sayings of King Lemuel (31:1-9) 
A virtuous and capable wife (31:10-31) 
 
KEY VERSE: 
Proverbs 9:10 
‘The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom, and the knowledge of the Holy One is insight.’ 
 
Sources: Willmington’s Bible Handbook and SOTW lectures 

 


