


Ecclesiastes

What’s the point?



The point is love.

Anne Wroe



To realise one’s nature perfectly—that is what 
each of us is here for.

Oscar Wilde



The purpose of life is not to be happy. It is to be 
useful...honourable...compassionate, to have it 
make some difference that you have lived and 
lived well. 

Ralph W. Emerson



Contemplation is the highest form of activity. 

Aristotle



The philosophers have only interpreted the 
world, in various ways. The point, however, is to 
change it. 

Karl Marx



Surely something resides in this heart that is not 
perishable—and life is more than just a dream. 

Mary Wollstonecraft



A living man is blind and drinks his drop. 
W.B. Yeats



As far as we can discern, the sole purpose of 
human existence is to kindle a light in the 
darkness of mere being. 

Carl Gustav Jung



The mind is its own place, and in itself, Can 
make a Heav’n of Hell, a Hell of Heav’n. 
Milton



If you’re feeling helpless, help someone. 

Aung San Suu Kyi



Life is a gamble, at terrible odds. If it were a bet 
you wouldn’t take it. 

Tom Stoppard



You keep waiting for the moral of your life to 
become obvious, but it never does. Work, work, 
work: No moral. No plot. No eureka!…You might 
as well be living inside a photocopier. 

Douglas Coupland



"All right," said Deep Thought. "The Answer to the Great Question..."
"Yes..!"
"Of Life, the Universe and Everything..." said Deep Thought.
"Yes...!"
"Is..." said Deep Thought, and paused.
"Yes...!"
"Is..."
"Yes...!!!...?"
"Forty-two," said Deep Thought, with infinite majesty and calm.” 
Douglas Adams



What’s the point?



If “all scripture is God-breathed” (1 Tim. 4:12) 
then why did God breathe this and allow it into 
the canon of scripture?!



And yet…
• A very relevant book to our culture:

– Meaninglessness
– Injustice
– Dissatisfaction
– Indulgence (wine, women, merriment)
– Self-absorption and narcissism
– Hedonism
– Fatalism



Quick overview
• Name: Hebrew word qohelet, which means preacher or teacher
• Literary type: wisdom and poetry
• Author: Solomon
• Date: uncertain, around 935BC
• Recipients: people of Israel
• Occasion: an old man reflects on his experience of life
• Content survey

– Life is meaningless: the problem (1:1-11)
– Life is meaningless: the proof (1:12-6:12)
– Life in a meaningless world (7:1-12:8)
– The source of a meaningful life (12:9-14)



Repeated phrases

• Meaningless/vanity

• Under the sun

• All is vanity and striving after the wind

• I have seen… 

• This too is vanity 



Chapters 1 to 6
• 1:1-11 Introduction
• 1:12-18 Wisdom is meaningless
• 2:1-11 Self-indulgence is meaningless
• 2:12-17 Wise living is meaningless
• 2:18-26 Hard work is meaningless
• 3:1-22 A time for everything
• 4:1-16 So much evil under the sun
• 5:1-7 Take God seriously
• 5:8-6:12 Wealth and honour are meaningless



Chapters 7 to 12
• 7:1-29 The advantage of wisdom
• 8:1-17 Dealing with an unjust world
• 9:1-12 Living in the face of death
• 9:13-10:20 The way of wisdom
• 11:1-8 On understanding the ways of God
• 11:9-12:8 A final word to the young
• 12:9-14 Epilogue – summing up



The end of the matter; all has been heard. Fear 
God and keep his commandments, for this is the 
whole duty of man. For God will bring every 
deed into judgement, with every secret thing, 
whether good or evil.
Ecclesiastes 12:13-14



For no one can lay a foundation other than that which is laid, which is 
Jesus Christ. Now if anyone builds on the foundation with gold, silver, 
precious stones, wood, hay, straw— each one's work will become 
manifest, for the Day will disclose it, because it will be revealed by fire, 
and the fire will test what sort of work each one has done. If the work 
that anyone has built on the foundation survives, he will receive a 
reward. If anyone's work is burned up, he will suffer loss, though he 
himself will be saved, but only as through fire.

Do you not know that you are God's temple and that God's Spirit 
dwells in you? If anyone destroys God's temple, God will destroy him. 
For God's temple is holy, and you are that temple.

1 Cor. 3:11-17



Some points of application
• Time and seasons and flows
• Power of working together
• Sowing and reaping
• Nothing is permanent nothing is certain except God
• ‘God has set eternity in the hearts of men’. 
• Nobody on their deathbed wishes they had spent more time in the office
• We have one life – will we make it count
• It is not how you start but how you finish 

– What are our motives for living?
– What are our motives for what we are doing right now?
– What do we want to say of our lives at the end of them?
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