






The Northern Kingdom

• Background History

• How the book is written

• The kings













Ephraim

• 2nd Child of Joseph- Not first born

• Mother – Asenath Gentile (Egyptian)

• = Fruitful

• Jacob chose to bless the younger Ephraim first



Genesis 18:19

• Nevertheless, his younger brother shall be 
greater than he, and his offspring shall 
become a multitude of nations.



1 Chronicles 5:2

• Reuben because he defiled his father's 
couch, his birthright was given to the sons of 
Joseph

• Ephraim Double Blessing



Ephraim in the wilderness

• Ephraim on the West of the tabernacle with 
Manasseh and Benjamin (Numbers 2:18)



Deuteronomy  33:17 (Tribe of Joseph)

• A firstborn 

• They are the ten thousands of Ephraim,
and they are the thousands of Manasseh.”



Ephraim in the Promised Land

• The Ephraimite among the spies was Joshua , 
the son of Nun (Numbers 13:8). 



Tribe of Ephraim

• Ephraimites 20,800, mighty men of valour, 
famous men in their fathers' houses

• 1 Chronicles 12:30





The Importance of the children of Joseph
• National assemblies  (Shechem)

• Ephraim

• Centre of the nation's worship   (Shiloh)

• Ark

• Tabernacle

• 400 + Years



Time of Judges

• Ephraim, Manasseh and Benjamin, undisputed 
pre-eminence

• Domineering and superior spirit



Gideon 



Judges 7:24

• Gideon sent messengers throughout all the 
hill country of Ephraim, saying, “Come down 
against the Midianites 



Judges 8 :1-3

• 8 Then the men of Ephraim said to him, “What 
is this that you have done to us, not to call us 
when you went to fight against Midian?” And 
they accused him fiercely.



Judges 12:1

• The men of Ephraim were called to arms, and 
said to Jephthah, “Why did you cross over to 
fight against the Ammonites and did not call 
us to go with you?



Ephraim pride

• Jephthah fought  the Ammonites 

• without the aid of the proud Ephraim 
warriors, 

• a civil war erupted, and 42,000 warriors from 
Ephraim were killed. 



Samuel  (Father)

• There was a certain man of Ramathaim-
zophim of the hill country of Ephraim whose 
name was Elkanah



2 Samuel 2 :8   (Saul)

• 10 Ish-bosheth, Saul's son, was forty years old 
when he began to reign over Israel, and he 
reigned two years. But the house of Judah 
followed David.



Psalm78: 67-68

• He rejected the tent of Joseph;
he did not choose the tribe of Ephraim,

68 but he chose the tribe of Judah,
Mount Zion, which he loves.



Fragile state of the united kingdom 



Problems in David’s reign
• The Benjamites rebelled (2 Samuel 2-3).

• David’s son Absalom promoted himself as the 
new king and drew many Israelites away from 
their allegiance to David (2 Samuel 15). 

• Revolt was led by Sheba against David and the 
tribe of Judah (2 Samuel 20:1-2).



2 Samuel 19:41-43

• 43 The men of Israel replied to the men of 
Judah, “We have ten shares in the king, and 
we have a greater claim on David than you do. 
Why do you want to curse us? Weren’t we the 
first to suggest bringing back our king?” But 
the comments of the men of Judah were more 
severe than those of the men of Israel



1 Kings 11:26-40

• Jeroboam the son of Nebat, an Ephraimite of 
Zeredah



1 Kings 11:29-31





1 Kings 11:29-31
• 29 the prophet Ahijah 30

• Then Ahijah laid hold of the new garment that 
was on him, and tore it into twelve pieces. 31 And 
he said to Jeroboam, “Take for yourself ten 
pieces, for thus says the LORD, the God of Israel, 
‘Behold, I am about to tear the kingdom from the 
hand of Solomon and will give you ten tribes 



1 Kings 11:33

• because they have forsaken me and 
worshiped Ashtoreth the goddess of the 
Sidonians,-----, and they have not walked in 
my ways, doing what is right in my sight and 
keeping my statutes and my rules, 



1 Kings 11:38

• And if you will listen to all that I command 
you, and will walk in my ways, and do what is 
right in my eyes by keeping my statutes and 
my commandments, as David my servant did, I 
will be with you and will build you a sure 
house, as I built for David, and I will give Israel 
to you.









The Northern Kingdom

• Background History

• How the book is written

• The kings



The Literary structure of Kings
• Chronological order from the rise of Solomon 

to the fall of Jerusalem



The Kings
• By name
• Name of the king's father
• Report of the kings accession 
• Age at accession
• Length of the reign
• Capital of the king



The Kings
• King's moral character and spiritual leadership
• Worship God of Israel alone?
• Rid Israel of Idolatry?
• Faithful to covenant?
• Additional sources documenting information 

about the kings reign
• A death and burial statement
• An announcement of the king's successor



The Kings

• Placed within a king's reign :

• a. Prophetic speeches

• b. Direct discourse 

• c. Wisdom sayings 

• d. Poetic materials



Timeline of the Kings of Israel



Kings of Northern Israel
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The new king

• Jeroboam returns from Egypt

• Speaks to Rehoboam



1 Kings 12:15

• So the king did not listen to the people, for it 
was a turn of affairs brought about by 
the LORD that he might fulfill his word,



2 Samuel 20:1  1 Kings 12 :16

• We have no inheritance in the son of Jesse. To 
your tents, O Israel! Look now to your own 
house, David.” So Israel went to their tents.



1 Kings 12:20

• And when all Israel heard that Jeroboam had 
returned, they sent and called him to the 
assembly and made him king over all Israel





From now on
• Northern Kingdom and Ephraim interchangeable

• Rebellion 

• Own interests

• Against God



Jeroboam

• I Kings 12:25-14:20

• Reigned 22 years(931-910)



Jeroboam and Spiritual decline

1 Kings 12 :26-33



Jeroboam and Spiritual decline
1 Kings 12 :26

• 26 And Jeroboam said in his heart, “Now the 
kingdom will turn back to the house of 
David.27 If this people go up to offer sacrifices 
in the temple of the LORD at Jerusalem, then 
the heart of this people will turn again to their 
lord, to Rehoboam king of Judah





Jeroboam and Spiritual decline
1 Kings 12 :28

• So the king took counsel and made two calves 
of gold. And he said to the people, “You have 
gone up to Jerusalem long enough. Behold 
your gods, O Israel, who brought you up out of 
the land of Egypt.”



Jeroboam and Spiritual decline
1 Kings 12 :30
• 30 Then this thing became a sin, for the 

people went as far as Dan to be before 
one. 31 He also made temples on high places 
and appointed priests from among all the 
people, who were not of the Levites.



Jeroboam and Spiritual decline
1 Kings 12 :32

• And Jeroboam appointed a feast on the 
fifteenth day of the eighth month like the 
feast that was in Judah, and he offered 
sacrifices on the altar.



Jeroboam and Spiritual decline
1 Kings 12 :32

• He went up to the altar that he had made in 
Bethel in the month that he had devised 
from his own heart. And he instituted a feast 
for the people of Israel and went up to the 
altar to make offerings.



Jeroboam and Spiritual decline

• Turned the Israelites away from the worship of 
the one true God



Jeroboam and warning    
1 Kings 13 :1

• a man of God came out of Judah by the word 
of the LORD to Bethel.



Jeroboam and warning
1 Kings 13 :32

• he called out by the word of the LORD against 
the altar in Bethel and against all the houses 
of the high places that are in the cities 
of Samaria shall surely come to pass.”



Jeroboam and warning
1 Kings 13 :33
• After this thing Jeroboam did not turn from 

his evil way, but made priests for the high 
places again from among all the people. Any 
who would, he ordained to be priests of the 
high places. 34 And this thing became sin to 
the house of Jeroboam, so as to cut it off and 
to destroy it from the face of the earth.



Jeroboam and warning
1 Kings 14 :5

• And the LORD said to Ahijah, “Behold, the 
wife of Jeroboam is coming to inquire of you 
concerning her son, for he is sick. Thus and 
thus shall you say to her.”



Jeroboam and warning
1 Kings 14 :9

• but you have done evil above all who were 
before you and have gone and made for 
yourself other gods and metal images, 
provoking me to anger, and have cast me 
behind your back,



Jeroboam and warning
1 Kings 14 :11
• and will burn up the house of Jeroboam, as a 

man burns up dung until it is gone. 11 Anyone 
belonging to Jeroboam who dies in the city 
the dogs shall eat, and anyone who dies in the 
open country the birds of the heavens shall 
eat, for the LORD has spoken it.”’



2 Chronicles 9:29

• and in the visions of Iddo the seer concerning 
Jeroboam the son of Nebat



Moses tells them what will happen 
Powerlessness

Terrified

Scorned

Invaded

Driven to Cannibalism

Exile

Slavery

Diseases
Drought 
Defeat 
Being Oppressed
Madness
Confusion
Loss of Property 



Nadab

• 1 Kings 15:25-31

• Reigned 2 years (910-909)

• Son of Jeroboam



Nadab
1 Kings 15 :24

• He did what was evil in the sight of 
the LORD and walked in the way of his father, 
and in his sin which he made Israel to sin.



Jeroboam and warning -Ahijah

1 Kings 14 :12

• and will burn up the house of Jeroboam, as a 
man burns up dung until it is gone. 11 Anyone 
belonging to Jeroboam who dies in the city 
the dogs shall eat, and anyone who dies in the 
open country the birds of the heavens shall 
eat, for the LORD has spoken it.”’





Baasha
1 Kings 15:29

• And as soon as he was king, he killed all the 
house of Jeroboam. He left to the house of 
Jeroboam not one that breathed, until he had 
destroyed it, according to the word of 
the LORD that he spoke by his servant Ahijah
the Shilonite.



Baasha

• 1 Kings 15:32-16:7

• Reigned 24 years (909-886)



Baasha
1 Kings 15:34

• He did what was evil in the sight of 
the LORD and walked in the way of Jeroboam
and in his sin which he made Israel to sin.



Jehu  Prophecy
1 Kings 16:3
• And the word of the LORD came to Jehu 

against Baasha, saying, 2 “Since I exalted you 
out of the dust and made you leader over my 
people Israel, and you have walked in the way 
of Jeroboam and have made my people Israel 
to sin, provoking me to anger with their sins



Jehu  Prophecy
1 Kings 16:3
• behold, I will utterly sweep away Baasha and 

his house, and I will make your house like the 
house of Jeroboam. 4 Anyone belonging to 
Baasha who dies in the city the dogs shall eat, 
and anyone of his who dies in the field the 
birds of the heavens shall eat.”



Baasha
1 Kings 16:7

• both because of all the evil that he did in the 
sight of the LORD, provoking him to anger with 
the work of his hands, in being like the house 
of Jeroboam, and also because he destroyed 
it.



Elah

• 1 Kings 16:8-14

• Reigned 2 years (886-885)



Elah
1 King 16:13

• for all the sins of Baasha and the sins of Elah
his son, which they sinned and which they 
made Israel to sin, provoking the LORD God of 
Israel to anger with their idols.



Jehu  Prophecy
1 Kings 16:3
• behold, I will utterly sweep away Baasha and 

his house, and I will make your house like the 
house of Jeroboam. 4 Anyone belonging to 
Baasha who dies in the city the dogs shall eat, 
and anyone of his who dies in the field the 
birds of the heavens shall eat.”





Zimri
1 Kings 16 :11

• 8 Elah began to reign 

• 9 But his servant Zimri, commander of half his 
chariots, conspired against him. 10 Zimri came 
in and struck him down and killed him



Zimri
1 Kings 16 :12

he struck down all the house of Baasha. He did 
not leave him a single male of his relatives or his 
friends. 12 Thus Zimri destroyed all the house of 
Baasha, according to the word of the LORD, 
which he spoke against Baasha by Jehu the 
prophet,



Zimri

• 1 Kings 16:15-22

• Reigned 7 days (885)



Zimri
1 Kings 16 :19

because of his sins that he committed, doing evil 
in the sight of the LORD, walking in the way of 
Jeroboam, and for his sin which he committed, 
making Israel to sin.





Omri

• 1Kings 16:23-38

• Reigned 12 years (885-874)

• Established Samaria as capital (1 Kings 16:24)





Omri
1 Kings 16 : 25

• Omri did what was evil in the sight of 
the LORD, and did more evil than all who were 
before him. 26 For he walked in all the way of 
Jeroboam



Micah 6:16

• For you have kept the statutes of Omri,
and all the works of the house of Ahab;
and you have walked in their counsels,

that I may make you a desolation,.



Ahab

• 1 Kings 16:28-34;20:1-22:40)

• Reigned 22 years (874-853)



Ahab 
1 Kings 16 30

• Ahab the son of Omri did evil in the sight of 
the LORD, more than all who were before 
him. 31 And as if it had been a light thing for 
him to walk in the sins of Jeroboam



Ahab 
1 Kings 16 31

• he took for his wife Jezebel and went and 
served Baal and worshiped him. 32 He erected 
an altar for Baal in the house of Baal, which he 
built in Samaria



Ahab 
1 Kings 16 :33

• Ahab did more to provoke the LORD, the God 
of Israel, to anger than all the kings of Israel 
who were before him.



Elijah
1 Kings 21 :19

• And you shall say to him, ‘Thus says the LORD, 
“Have you killed and also taken possession?”’ 
And you shall say to him, ‘Thus says the LORD: 
“In the place where dogs licked up the blood 
of Naboth shall dogs lick your own blood.”’”



Elijah
1 Kings 21 :23

• you have sold yourself to do what is evil in the 
sight of the LORD. 21 Behold, I will bring disaster 
upon you. I will utterly burn you up, and will cut 
off from Ahab every male, bond or free, in Israel. 
22 And I will make your house like the house of 
Jeroboam because you have made Israel to sin. 
23 And of Jezebel the LORD also said, ‘The dogs 
shall eat Jezebel within the walls of Jezreel.’ 24 .”



Micaiah
1 Kings 22 :20
• But the king said to him, “How many times shall I 

make you swear that you speak to me nothing 
but the truth in the name of the LORD?” 17 And he 
said, “I saw all Israel scattered on the 
mountains, as sheep that have no shepherd. And 
the LORD said, ‘These have no master; let each 
return to his home in peace.’” 1



Ahab 
1 Kings 22:38

• So the king died,

• . 38 And they washed the chariot by the pool of 
Samaria, and the dogs licked up his blood, and 
the prostitutes washed themselves in it, 
according to the word of the LORD that he had 
spoken



Ahab 
Amos 3:15
• 15 I will strike the winter house along with the 

summer house,
and the houses of ivory shall perish,

and the great houses shall come to an end,”
declares the LORD



Ahaziah

• 2 Kings 1:2-18

• Reigned 2 years (853-852)

• Followed after Jeroboam and Ahab 



Elijah
2 Kings 1

• go up to meet the messengers of the king of 
Samaria, and say to them, ‘Is it because there is 
no God in Israel that you are going to inquire of 
Baal-zebub, the god of Ekron? 4 Now therefore 
thus says the LORD, You shall not come down from 
the bed to which you have gone up, but you shall 
surely die.’” So Elijah went.



Joram (Ahab’s son)

• 2 Kings 3

• Reigned 12 years (852-841)



Elisha 
2 Kings 3:13

13 And Elisha said to the king of Israel, “What 
have I to do with you? Go to the prophets of 
your father and to the prophets of your mother.” 
But the king of Israel said to him, “No; it is the 
LORD who has called these three kings to give 
them into the hand of Moab.” 



Elisha 
2 Kings 3:14 

14 And Elisha said, “As the LORD of hosts lives, 
before whom I stand, were it not that I have 
regard for Jehoshaphat the king of Judah, I 
would neither look at you nor see you.



Elisha  - Hazael King of Aram
2 Kings 8:12

2 “Because I know the evil that you will do to 
the people of Israel. You will set on fire their 
fortresses, and you will kill their young men with 
the sword and dash in pieces their little ones 
and rip open their pregnant women.”



Joram
2 Kings 3 :2
• He did what was evil in the sight of the LORD, 

though not like his father and mother, for he 
put away the pillar of Baal that his father had 
made. 3 Nevertheless, he clung to the sin of 
Jeroboam the son of Nebat, which he made 
Israel to sin; he did not depart from it.





2 Kings 9:3 Son of the prophet

• Then take the flask of oil and pour it on his 
head and say, ‘Thus says the LORD, I anoint you 
king over Israel.’ Then open the door and flee; 
do not linger.”



2 Kings 9:3 Son of the prophet
• strike down the house of Ahab your master, so that I 

may avenge on Jezebel the blood of my servants the 
prophets,

• . 8 For the whole house of Ahab shall perish,
• . 9 And I will make the house of Ahab like the house of 

Jeroboam, and like the house of Baasha t 10 And the 
dogs shall eat Jezebel in the territory of Jezreel, and 
none shall bury her.” Then he opened the door and 
fled.



Jehu

• 2 Kings 9:11-10:36

• Reigned 28 years (841-814)



Jehu
2 Kings 9:20

And the driving is like the driving of Jehu the son 
of Nimshi, for he drives furiously.”



Jehu
2 Kings 10:11

So Jehu struck down all who remained of the 
house of Ahab in Jezreel, all his great men and 
his close friends and his priests, until he left him 
none remaining.



Jehu



Jehu
2 Kings 10:30

And the LORD said to Jehu, “Because you have 
done well in carrying out what is right in my 
eyes, and have done to the house of Ahab 
according to all that was in my heart, your sons 
of the fourth generation shall sit on the throne 
of Israel



Jehu
2 Kings 10:31

But Jehu was not careful to walk in the law of 
the LORD, the God of Israel, with all his heart. He 
did not turn from the sins of Jeroboam, which 
he made Israel to sin



Jehoahaz

• 2 Kings 13:1-9

• Reigned 17 years (814-798)

• Sought the Lord but did not turn a way from 
ways of Jeroboam



Jehoahaz
2 Kings 13:2

• He did what was evil in the sight of the LORD

and followed the sins of Jeroboam the son of 
Nebat, which he made Israel to sin; he did not 
depart from them.



Jehoash

• 2 Kings 13:10-25;14:15-16

• Reigned 16 years (798-782)



Jehosah
2 Kings 13:11

• He also did what was evil in the sight of the 
LORD. He did not depart from all the sins of 
Jeroboam the son of Nebat, which he made 
Israel to sin, but he walked in them.



Jeroboam II

• 2 Kings 14:23-29

• Reigned 41 years (793-753)

• Regained land

• Time of material prosperity

• Time of Jonah, Amos and Hosea



Jeroboam II
2 Kings 14:24

• And he did what was evil in the sight of the 
LORD. He did not turn away from the sins of 
Jeroboam the son of Nebat, which he made 
Israel to sin. 



Amos 7:12

• 12 And Amaziah (Priest) said to Amos, “O seer, 
go, flee away to the land of Judah, and eat 
bread there, and prophesy there, 13 but never 
again prophesy at Bethel, for it is the king's 
sanctuary, and it is a temple of the kingdom.”



Amos 4:1

• Listen to me, you fat cows
living in Samaria,



Amos 2:6-8

• For three transgressions of Israel,
and for four, I will not revoke the 

punishment



Hosea 11:7-8

• They shall not return to the land of Egypt,
but Assyria shall be their king,
because they have refused to return to me.

6 The sword shall rage against their cities,
.

7 My people are bent on turning away from me,
and though they call out to the Most High,
he shall not raise them up at all



Hosea 11:12

• Ephraim has surrounded me with lies,
and the house of Israel with deceit



Zechariah

• 2 Kings 15:8-12

• Reigned 6 months (753)

• Killed by Shallum



Zechariah
2 Kings 15:9

• And he did what was evil in the sight of the 
LORD, as his fathers had done. He did not 
depart from the sins of Jeroboam the son of 
Nebat, which he made Israel to sin.





Shallum

• 2 Kings 15:13-15

• Reigned one month (752)

• Killed by Menahem





Menahem

• 2 King 15:16-22

• Reigned 10 years (752-742)

• Became a vassal to Assyria (2 Kings 15:19-20



Menahem
2 Kings 15:16

• Therefore he sacked it, and he ripped open all 
the women in it who were pregnant.



Menahem
2 Kings 15:18

• And he did what was evil in the sight of the 
LORD. He did not depart all his days from all 
the sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, which 
he made Israel to sin.



Pekahiah

• 2 Kings 15:23-26

• Reigned 2 years (742-740)

• Killed by his captain Pekah



Pekahiah
2 Kings 15:24

• And he did what was evil in the sight of the 
LORD. He did not turn away from the sins of 
Jeroboam the son of Nebat, which he made 
Israel to sin. 2





Pekah

• 2 Kings 15:27-31

• Reigned 20 years (752-732)

• Killed by his conspirator Hoshea



Pekah
2 Kings 15:28

• And he did what was evil in the sight of the 
LORD. He did not depart from the sins of 
Jeroboam the son of Nebat, which he made 
Israel to sin.



1 Chronicles 5:26

• So the God of Israel stirred up the spirit of Pul
king of Assyria, the spirit of Tiglath-pileser king 
of Assyria, and he took them into exile, 
namely, the Reubenites, the Gadites, and the 
half-tribe of Manasseh, and brought them to 
Halah, Habor, Hara, and the river Gozan, to 
this day.





Hoshea

• 2 Kinds 17:1-6

• Reigned 9 years (732-722)

• Last king of Israel

• Rebelled against Assyria and lost

• Israel incorporated as an Assyrian providence



2 Chronicles 28:9

• But a prophet of the LORD was there, whose 
name was Oded, and he went out to meet the 
army that came to Samaria and said to them, 
“Behold, because the LORD, the God of your 
fathers, was angry with Judah, he gave them 
into your hand, but you have killed them in a 
rage that has reached up to heaven. 



Hoshea
2 Kings 17:2

• And he did what was evil in the sight of the 
LORD, yet not as the kings of Israel who were 
before him







2 Kings 17 :7-17



2 Kings 17
• steeped in idolatry (verse 7)
• lost their nonconformity (verse 8)
• practiced hypocrisy (verse 9)
• worshiped pagan idols (verse 10)
• engaged in wickedness (verse 11)
• mocked the prophets (verses 13-14)
• dabbled with the occult (verse 17)



2 Kings 17:21
When he had torn Israel from the house of David, they 
made Jeroboam the son of Nebat king. And Jeroboam 
drove Israel from following the LORD and made them 
commit great sin. 22 The people of Israel walked in all 
the sins that Jeroboam did. They did not depart from 
them, 23 until the LORD removed Israel out of his sight, as 
he had spoken by all his servants the prophets. So Israel 
was exiled from their own land to Assyria 
until this day.



Isaiah 28:1-3

• Ah, the proud crown of the drunkards of 
Ephraim,

and the fading flower of its glorious beauty,

…. will be trodden underfoot;



Hosea 5 :9,11
• Ephraim shall become a desolation

in the day of punishment;
among the tribes of Israel

I make known what is sure.
10

11 Ephraim is oppressed, crushed in judgment,
because he was determined to go after filth.[







The end?



Revelation  7
• Do not harm the earth or the sea or the trees, until we have sealed the 

servants of our God on their foreheads.” 4And I heard the number of the 
sealed, 144,000, sealed from every tribe of the sons of Israel:

• 12,000 from the tribe of Judah were sealed,
12,000 from the tribe of Reuben,
12,000 from the tribe of Gad,
12,000 from the tribe of Asher,
12,000 from the tribe of Naphtali,
12,000 from the tribe of Manasseh,
12,000 from the tribe of Simeon,
12,000 from the tribe of Levi,
12,000 from the tribe of Issachar,
12,000 from the tribe of Zebulun,
12,000 from the tribe of Joseph,
12,000 from the tribe of Benjamin were sealed.

http://biblehub.com/revelation/7-4.htm


Reflections

• God always gives warnings 

• One step towards God – God takes 2 steps to 
us

• Leaders 








