
 

HOSEA 

 
LITERARY TYPE:  

A book of prophecy. One of the minor prophets books in the Bible. 

AUTHOR:  
 
The book was written by Hosea.  The name ‘Hosea’ means ‘salvation’. He was the son of Beeri, 
was married to Gomer and had three children; Jezreel, Lo-ruhamah and Lo-ammi. Hosea was a 
prophet called by God to not only speak God’s truth to His people, but to allow God to use his life 
as an illustration. He was probably from the Northern Kingdom and his reference to agriculture 
suggests that he may have been a farmer. 

 
DATE:  
 
Written around 760-720BC 
 
During the reign of Jeroboam in Israel’s Northern Kingdom (793-753 BC). During the time of great 
military success and thriving economy. But it was a bad period spiritually for the nation. 
 
Hosea began his prophetic ministry at the end of Jeroboam’s reign. There were no good kings to 
the north and things went from bad to worse resulting in exile in 722 BC. 
 
Hosea’s ministry overlaps that of Amos, Isaiah and Micah. 
 
RECIPIENTS:  
 
The Israelites of the Northern Kingdom (often referred to as Ephraim). The tribe of Judah is also 
mentioned. 
 
OCCASION: 
 
The purpose of the illustration of Hosea’s marriage to an unfaithful wife, was for the people to see 
clearly their unfaithfulness towards their God. To give a better understanding of the effect that it 
had on God by empathising with Hosea’s experiences. 
 
This was a warning of God’s impending judgement on Israel, but showing the balance between 
His justice and love. 

● God’s love does not mean He can forget sin. Sin must be punished. 
● God’s justice does not mean that He wants to end His relationship with Israel. God keeps 

trying to draw Israel back to Himself. Even in the judgement He will preserve a remnant. 
 
Hosea was the only prophet to minister to the Northern Kingdom up until their fall, and has been 
called “the deathbed prophet of Israel”. 
 
 

 



CONTENT SURVEY: 
 
A case study in adultery: Gomer (Chapters 1 – 3) 
A case study in adultery: Israel (Chapters 4 – 14) 
 
KEY VERSE:  
 
Hosea 1:2 
When the LORD first spoke through Hosea, the LORD said to Hosea, “Go, take to yourself a wife 
of harlotry and have children of harlotry; for the land commits flagrant harlotry, forsaking the 
LORD.” 
 
 
 
Sources: Willmington’s Bible Handbook and SOTW lectures 

 


