


EZRA
HAGGAI

ZECHARIAH



Ezra
Kings of Persia

• 559-530 Cyrus     Daniel interceding

• 530-522 Cambyses

• 522-486 Darius I (Hystaspes)

• 486-465 Xerxes I (Ahasuerus) Esther saves the Jews

• 465-424 Artaxerxes I (Longimanus)   Nehemiah is cupbearer

• 424-423 Xerxes II

• 423-404 Darius II (Nothus)

• 404-358 Artaxerxes II (Mnemon)



Ezra
• 586BC Judah to Babylon

• 538BC Exiles return with Zerubbabel

• 536BC temple rebuilding begins

• 535BC building stops

• 520BC Work resumes the ministry of Haggai/Zechariah

• 516BC Temple finished

• 473BC Esther saves Jews

• 457BC Exiles return with Ezra

• 445BC Nehemiah rebuilds walls



Ezra
FIRST RETURN   (ch 1-6) SECOND RETURN   (ch 7-10)

1:1-11 Imperial decree  Cyrus
Return of pioneers under Zerubbabel    538BC

7:1-28 Imperial decree  Artazerxes
Return of Ezra      457BC

2:1-70 List of returned exiles 8:1-14 List of returned exiles

3:1-13 Preparation and feast
Role of the Levites
Completion and ceremony

8:15-36 Preparation and feast
Role of the Levites
Completion and ceremony

4:1-24 First challenge
Pagans want to join Israel
External opposition
Petition to King

9:1-5 Second challenge
Israel joins pagans
Internal conflict
Petition to God

5-6 Resolution
Prophets Haggai and Zechariah challenge the people
The proclamation of Cyrus
Purity of priests and Levites
PASSOVER

9-10 Resolution
Ezra the priest challenges the people
Proclamation of Ezra
Purity of people



Ezra
• First session 

REBUILDING THE TEMPLE (Ezra 1-6) 

Look at the first return with Joshua and Zerubbabel, 
and the words of Haggai

• Second session

NOW FOR SOMETHING COMPLETELY DIFFERENT!

Look at Zechariah, then the second return with Ezra, 
which sets us up ready for Nehemiah



Ezra 1-6  : The First Return

‘Whoever there is among you of all His people, may his God be 
with Him!  Let him go up to Jerusalem which is in Judah and 
rebuild the house of the LORD, the God of Israel; He is the God 
who is in Jerusalem.’

Ezra 1:3



Ezra 1-6  : The First Return



Ezra 1-6  : The First Return
Yet in the towns of Judah and the streets of Jerusalem that are deserted, 
inhabited by neither people nor animals, there will be heard once more the 
sounds of joy and gladness, the voices of bride and bridegroom, and the 
voices of those who bring thank r offerings to the house of the Lord, saying,

“Give thanks to the Lord Almighty, for the Lord is good;

his love endures forever.”

For I will restore the fortunes of the land as they were before,’ says the Lord.

Jeremiah 10:10-11



Ezra 1-6  : The First Return

v 1-5 The beginning of the opposition

v 6-23 Some letters of opposition and one 
example from Artaxerxes’ time

v 24 The results of the opposition

Chapter 4: The opposition



Ezra 1-6  : The First Return

Now the prophets, Haggai and Zechariah the son of Iddo, 

prophesied to the Jews who were in Judah and Jerusalem, in the 

name of the God of Israel who was over them. 

Then Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel and Jeshua the son of Jozadak

arose and began to rebuild the house of God that is in Jerusalem, 

and the prophets of God were with them, supporting them.

Ezra 5:1-2



Haggai

Ch 1 His word in August
A WAKE UP CALL

2:1-9 His word in October
AN ENCOURAGEMENT TO WORK

2:10-19 His word in December
‘ASK THE PRIESTS’: A matter of contamination
AN ENCOURAGEMENT TO ZERUBBABEL



Haggai
Therefore do not be anxious, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What 
shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’ For… your heavenly Father 
knows that you need them all. 

But seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these 
things will be added to you.

Matthew 6:31-32



Haggai
And the elders of the Jews built and prospered through the 
prophesying of Haggai the prophet and Zechariah the son of Iddo. 

They finished their building by decree of the God of Israel and by 
decree of Cyrus and Darius and Artaxerxes king of Persia; and this 
house was finished on the third day of the month of Adar, in the 
sixth year of the reign of Darius the king.

Ezra 6:14-15



REFLECT
Romans 8:31 
If God is for us, who can be against us? 

Matthew 6:31-32 
Seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, 
and all these things will be added to you.

• What am I called to do?
• What is stopping me?  What is really stopping me?
• Do I need an attitude check?

Remember there is a BIGGER PCTURE!



QUIZ   No. 1

"When I scatter them among the peoples they will 
remember Me in far countries, and they with their 
children will live and come back.  I will  bring them 
back from the land of Egypt, and gather them from 
Assyria: and I will bring them into the land" 



QUIZ  No. 2

"And I will pour out on the house of David and on 
the inhabitants of Jerusalem the Spirit of grace and 
supplication, so that they will look on Me whom 
they have pierced; and they will mourn for Him as 
one mourns for an only son"



QUIZ   No. 3

"For I will gather all the nations against Jerusalem 
to battle, and the city will be captured, the houses 
plundered, the women ravished, and half of the 
city exiled, but the rest of the people will not be cut 
off from the city."



Zechariah

Haggai Zechariah

Focuses on the outward task 
of rebuilding the temple

Focuses on the inward task of 
rebuilding the remnant spiritually

Centres primarily around the 
immediate, local situation

Universal in scope.  Eschatological 
and apocalyptic in outlook



Zechariah
PART 1 (1-8) These relate mostly to the time they are written to 
encourage the temple rebuilding
Introduction (1:1-6)
Eight visions (1:7- 6:15)

BRIDGE (7-8)  A deportation from Bethel about fasting

PART 2 (9-14) These deal mostly with what is going to happen to 
Israel after the temple is finished
First oracle (9-11)
Second oracle (12-14)



Zechariah

A TIMELESS MESSAGE:  YOUR KINGDOM COME

• How to live now in the light of the Kingdom of God

• Be obedient to the King

• Do what you are doing with a right heart attitude

• What you are doing is part of a bigger picture



Zechariah







Zechariah

Return to me, says the LORD of hosts, and

I will return to you, says the LORD of hosts

Zechariah 1:3



Zechariah
Eight Night Visions A CHIASM AROUND JOSHUA AND ZERUBBABEL

Four horsemen (1:7-17) 
Four horns and craftsmen (1:18-21)
Surveyor (2)

Joshua the priest (3)
Lampstand and olive trees (4)

Flying scroll (5:1-4)
Woman in the ephah (5:5-11)
Four chariots (6:1-8)



Zechariah



Zechariah
Four horsemen (1:7-17) God hasn’t forgotten the nations who oppressed them 

Four horns and craftsmen (1:18-
21)

Their obedience in building God's house is vital to kingdom victory 

Surveyor (2) At the moment build the temple not the city wall - God is their protection
Jerusalem's growth points to a kingdom without walls when Jesus comes

Joshua the priest (3) Israel's sin is atoned for which points to Jesus' atoning sacrifice

Lampstand and olive trees (4) Zerubbabel will finish the work by God's Spirit - points to Holy Spirit coming

Flying scroll (5:1-4) God is focusing on removing stealing and blasphemy from among them
Although they are atoned for there is work to do on their character

Women in the ephah (5:5-11) God is removing their wickedness and building a house for it in Babylon

Four chariots (6:1-8) Judgment on the nations is executed and God's kingdom established

The eight night visions  (CHAPTERS 1-6)



Zechariah
REFLECT:   A TIMELESS MESSAGE:  YOUR KINGDOM COME

• Live now in the light of the Kingdom of God

• Be obedient to the King

• Do what you are doing with a right heart attitude

• What you are doing is part of a bigger picture

They understood enough to know that God had a plan and 
something greater was coming that was worth working for



Ezra 7-10  : The Second Return
• 586BC Judah to Babylon

• 538BC Exiles return with Zerubbabel

• 536BC temple rebuilding begins

• 535BC building stops

• 520BC Work resumes the ministry of Haggai/Zechariah

• 516BC Temple finished

• 473BC Esther saves Jews

• 457BC Exiles return with Ezra

• 445BC Nehemiah rebuilds walls



Ezra 7-10  : The Second Return
FIRST RETURN   (ch 1-6) SECOND RETURN   (ch 7-10)

1:1-11 Imperial decree  Cyrus
Return of pioneers under Zerubbabel    538BC

7:1-28 Imperial decree  Artazerxes
Return of Ezra      457BC

2:1-70 List of returned exiles 8:1-14 List of returned exiles

3:1-13 Preparation and feast
Role of the Levites
Completion and ceremony

8:15-36 Preparation and feast
Role of the Levites
Completion and ceremony

4:1-24 First challenge
Pagans want to join
Israel

External opposition
Petition to King

9:1-5 Second challenge
Israel joins pagans
Internal conflict
Petition to God

5-6 Resolution
Prophets Haggai and Zechariah challenge the people
The proclamation of Cyrus
Purity of priests and Levites
PASSOVER

9-10 Resolution
Ezra the priest challenges the people
Proclamation of Ezra
Purity of people



REFLECT
God’s people are continually unfaithful but He is faithful

• God has protected and provided for them throughout both returns

• Happiness mixed with sadness as they remember past glory

• Haggai helping them to get their priorities right and overcome apathy

• The joy of completing the temple under Joshua and Zerubbabel

• The agony of people still unable to be faithful at Ezra’s time

• Zechariah points to the bigger picture of God’s Kingdom 

JESUS is coming and the HOLY SPIRIT




