
 

EZRA 

 
LITERARY TYPE: Historical Narrative. 
 
AUTHOR: Ezra and Nehemiah both contributed to the writing of this book. Ezra is the subject of the first 
person pronoun as seen in 7:28 and he would have been a witness for many of the events in the book. This 
book could have been compiled from the journals of Nehemiah.  
 
DATE: This book was probably written around 430BC. The events of Ezra and Nehemiah cover a 93 year 
period, probably completed in 430BC. 
 
RECIPIENTS: The Jews who returned from Babylon, including the two tribes of Judah and remnants of the 
other 10 tribes. 
 
OCCASION: In 539BC the Babylonian empire was overthrown by King Cyrus of Persia. The Jews had 
previously been taken captive to Babylon and were living there, but King Cyrus now allows many captives 
to return to their homeland - including these Jews.  
 
The book of Ezra records the first return in 538BC. Ezra himself returns with the second group of exiles in 
457BC. The book of Nehemiah records the third return in 445BC, but it’s important to remember that the 
books of Ezra and Nehemiah were originally one book covering all three waves of return to Jerusalem. 
 
The purpose of the book of Ezra is to reassure the returning exiles that God would keep his covenant with 
them, and that there was hope for Israel. It demonstrates the power of prayer and the importance of the 
word of God in times of crisis. 
 
CONTENT SURVEY:  

 
1. The First Return – under Zerubabbel (1-6) 
    Return of exiles (1-2) 
    Revival of sacrifices (3:1-3:6) 
    Rebuilding of the temple begun (3:7-3:13) 
    Roadblocks to rebuilding (4) 
    Rebuilding the Temple completed (5-6) 
 
2. The Second Return – under Ezra (7-10) 
     Royal authorisation of Ezra (7) 
     Remnant accompanying Ezra (8) 
     Reforms enacted by Ezra (9-10) 
 
KEY VERSE: 
Ezra 1:3 
‘Whoever is among you of all his people, may his God be with him, and let him go up to Jerusalem, which is 
in Judah, and rebuild the house of the Lord, the God of Israel—he is the God who is in Jerusalem.’ 

 
Sources: Willmington’s Bible Handbook and SOTW lectures 

 


