
STUDENT STUDY GUIDE:  WEEK TEN // EZRA 
 

KEY UNDERSTANDING OBJECTIVES 
1. This book of Ezra covers the period of the Jewish exiles returning to Jerusalem. 

2. God orchestrates all things to fulfil His word.  

3. The people are given a second chance - their response is to align with the commands of 

God and the Law of Moses.  

 

 
ACTIVITY ONE 
[This book of Ezra covers the period of the Jewish exiles returning to Jerusalem.] 
 
Create a chronological timeline of events from this list: 
 

● Haggai and Zechariah’s prophetic ministry  

● 2nd wave of exiles return with Ezra 

● Building the temple foundations  

● Spiritual reform amongst the people  

● Temple is finished  

● 1st wave of exiles return with Zerubbabel and Jeshua 

● Building the altar and offering sacrifices  

● Cyrus decree  

● Captivity in Babylon 

● Temple work stops 

● Building resumes on temple 

● Cyrus conquers Babylon 

 

 
ACTIVITY TWO 
[God orchestrates all things to fulfil His word.] 

 
Observe 
Read Chapter 1 of Ezra and note down where you see God at work.  

 
Understanding 

● Read Jeremiah 29:10-14. What exactly was God’s word spoken through Jeremiah? 

● Even before God spoke through Jeremiah, He had already prophesied these events that we 

read of in Ezra, through the prophet Isaiah. Read Isaiah 44:26 - 45:4 and note down what 

parts of this prophecy fit with events in the book of Ezra. 

 
Apply 

● What does this reveal about God? 

● How does this impact your view of God? 

● What is your response? 

 



ACTIVITY THREE 
[The people are given a second chance - their response is to align with the commands of God and 

the Law of Moses.] 

 
Observe 
Read Ezra 3:1-6 and Ezra 6:13-22. 

● Note down what the people are doing that shows they were choosing to follow God’s 

commands. 

 
Understanding 

● What was the first thing the Jews built in Jerusalem? 

● What did they do next? 

● What do these actions show us about their heart? 

● Once the temple was rebuilt what did the Jews do that showed they prioritised God? 

● Compare how the Israelites treated the commands of God before exile, to after their 

return. 

 
Apply 
God gives second chances. We can see that clearly through the example of the Jewish people 

being brought home to Jerusalem after a period in exile. In fact, God often gives us more than 

second chances... 

 

What is your response to this amazing grace of God, as evidenced in the book of Ezra and in your 

own life? 

 
 

 


