
 

NEHEMIAH 

 
LITERARY TYPE: Historical Narrative. This book is the final historical narrative (chronologically) in the Old 
Testament. 
 
AUTHOR: Ezra and Nehemiah were originally one book, most likely compiled by Ezra. Ezra probably used 
the journals of Nehemiah, as evidenced by the use of first person ‘I’ through parts of the book that are 
referencing Nehemiah’s personal experiences.  
 
DATE: The book was probably completed around 430BC. The events of Ezra and Nehemiah cover a 93 year 
period in history. 
 
RECIPIENTS: The Jews who returned from Babylon including the two tribes of Judah and remnants of the 
other 10 tribes. 
 
OCCASION: The book records Nehemiah’s return from exile to Babylon in 445BC and the rebuilding of the 
walls of Jerusalem. It includes his political leadership and his temporary return to Babylon 12 years later 
(13:6). Ezra concentrated on the purification of the people, being a priest and bible teacher. Nehemiah was 
a statesman and builder who concentrated on the protection of the city.  
 
Nehemiah is great example of a man committed to a vision and in encouraging others to fulfil that vision. 
 
CONTENT SURVEY:  
Nehemiah's journey to Jerusalem, made possible by Artaxerxes, for the purpose of re-building the wall. 
(1-2) 
A list of the builders and the repairing of the gates. (3) 
The rebuilding of the wall in spite of opposition led by Sanballat, Tobiah and Geshem. (4:1-7:4) 
The register of those who returned with Zerubbabel. (7) 
The public reading and exposition of the book of the Law. (8) 
The national repentance and the covenant of obedience. (9:1 - 10:39) 
Lists of inhabitants. (11:1 - 12:26) 
Dedication of the wall and organisation of the temple services. (12:27-47) 
Nehemiah's reforms of abuses connected with tithes, the sabbath and mixed marriages. (13) 
 
KEY VERSE: 
Nehemiah 2:17 
Then I said to them, “You see the trouble we are in, how Jerusalem lies in ruins with its gates burned. 
Come, let us build the wall of Jerusalem, that we may no longer suffer derision.” 

 
Sources: Willmington’s Bible Handbook and SOTW lectures 

 


