






2 Chronicles 36:20-21

‘…they became servants to him and to his sons 
until the establishment of the kingdom of Persia, 
to fulfill the word of the LORD by the mouth of 
Jeremiah, until the land had enjoyed its 
Sabbaths. All the days that it lay desolate it kept 
Sabbath, to fulfill seventy years.’



Leviticus 25:1-7

‘When you come into the land that I give you, 
the land shall keep a Sabbath to the LORD. For 
six years you shall sow your field… but in the 
seventh year there shall be a Sabbath of solemn 
rest for the land, a Sabbath to the LORD.’



70 YEARS OF SABBATH

• 70x7 = 490 years

• Goes back to the time period of when Israel 
instituted the monarchy.



70 YEARS IN EXILE

• 605BC = the 1st wave of exiles taken to 
Babylon (including Daniel)

• 537BC = Cyrus’ Decree to release the Jewish 
exiles back to Jerusalem



586BC Jerusalem falls - Judah off to exile in Babylon (King Neb.)

538BC
1st wave of exiles return to Jerusalem with Zerubbabel and 
Jeshua to rebuild the temple (King Cyrus)

520BC Haggai and Zechariah minister to the exiles

516BC Temple finished

473BC Esther saves the Jews in Persia (King Xerxes)

457BC
2nd wave of exiles return with Ezra to establish the Law and 
priestly order in the temple worship (King Artaxerxes)

445BC
3rd wave of exiles return with Nehemiah to rebuild the walls 
(King Artaxerxes)

430BC Malachi ministers to the exiles



NEHEMIAH
Chapter 1



NEHEMIAH: THE MAN

• Concerned for the welfare of his people

• Honest in expressing his emotions

• Turns to God first (praying and fasting)

• Committed to seeking God

• Humble attitude before the LORD/ repentant

• He knows the Scriptures



NEHEMIAH: THE MAN

• Dependent upon God’s faithfulness

• Intercedes on behalf of others

• Relies on God to take action
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Nehemiah 2

‘… And the king granted me what I asked, for the 
good hand of my God was upon me.’ [v.8]

‘Now the king had sent with me officers of the 
army and horsemen.’ [v.9]



GOD’S FAVOUR

• ‘demonstrated delight’ / ‘tangible evidence 
that a person has the approval of the LORD’

• ‘Those who are favoured of God know that 
God is with them and that nothing can happen 
to them apart from His good purpose’ 
(Romans 8:28)



OPPOSITION (2:10)

• Starts immediately

• Enemies are close by

• Is rooted in jealousy or fear



OPPOSITION

“When you attempt to do God’s work, some will 
oppose you; some will even hope you fail. If you 
expect opposition, you will be prepared rather 
than surprised. Knowing that God is behind your 
task is the best incentive to move ahead in the 
face of opposition.”



STRATEGIC PLAN (2:11-18)

• To observe and see first hand the reality

• Carefully assess the situation

• Considers the whole picture

• Measured in who gets involved and when

• Testifies to God’s goodness - motivation

• Gets on with the practical



OPPOSITION (2:19-20)

• Moves from internal to external actions

• Discouragement through mocking

• Attempts to instill fear by threats
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OPPOSITION

• Seeks to gather others to join in

• Tries to undermine the work through doubts

• Turns to physical measures – combat

• Goes beyond original intent to stop work all 
the way to wanting to kill



NEHEMIAH’S RESPONSE

• Calls upon God to execute judgement

• Continues on with the work at hand

• Prayed to God

• Practical strategic plan – setting up guards



NEHEMIAH’S STRATEGY
• Practical strategic plan – setting up guards

– Stationed day and night

– At the most vulnerable places

– Gathered into families

– Inspired the people to trust in God

– Everyone prepared to work and to defend

– Communication system established



Nehemiah 4

‘Do not be afraid of them; remember the LORD 
who is great and awesome.’ [v.14]

‘Our God will fight for us.’ [v.20]



Deuteronomy 23:14

‘Because the LORD your God walks in the midst 
of your camp, to deliver you and to give up your 
enemies before you, therefore your camp must 
be holy, so that he may not see anything 
indecent among you and turn away from you.’



NEHEMIAH
Chapter 5



USURY

• exploitation / stealing

• ‘The lending of money at an exorbitant rate’

• Usury was unjust and against God’s Law



Exodus 22:25

‘If you lend money to My people, to the poor 
among you, you are not to act as a creditor to 
him; you shall not charge him interest.’
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OPPOSITION

• Will not give up / persistent

• Seeks to take down the leader

• Deception and disguised motives

• Open letter = spreading lies of treason

• Finding allies on the inside



NEHEMIAH’S RESPONSE

• Refutes the lies at face value

• Recognises the enemy’s plans (discernment)

• Turns to God for strength and defence

• Sticks to God’s Laws / identifies truth

• Does not stop what he is doing



Nehemiah 6:15-16

‘So the wall was finished… in fifty-two days. And 
when all our enemies heard of it, all the nations 
around us were afraid and fell greatly in their 
own esteem, for they perceived that this work 
had been accomplished with the help of our 
God.’
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MOVING FORWARD

• Brings people inside the city to repopulate it

• Appoints security (gatekeepers)

• Appoints leadership (faithful and God fearing)

• Established systems of operation

• Calls for a census
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Nehemiah 8:7-8

‘… the Levites, helped the people to understand 
the Law, while the people remained in their 
places. They read from the book, from the Law 
of God, clearly, and they gave the sense, so that 
the people understood the reading.’



Nehemiah 8:12

‘And all the people went their way to eat and 
drink and to send portions and to make great 
rejoicing, because they had understood the 
words that were declared to them.’



Nehemiah 8:17

‘The entire assembly of those who had returned 
from the captivity made booths and lived in 
them. The sons of Israel had indeed not done so 
from the days of Joshua the son of Nun to that 
day. And there was great rejoicing.’
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CONFESSION WORSHIP

‘Honest confession should precede worship 
because we cannot have a right relationship 
with God if we hold on to sins.’



Nehemiah 9:38

‘Because of all this we make a firm covenant in 
writing; on the sealed document are the names 
of our princes, our Levites and our priests.’
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COVENANT PROMISES

• Not to marry foreigners

• To keep the Sabbath holy

– Weekly and 7th year Sabbath rest/cancelling debts

• Pay tributes to the work of the Temple

• Giving tithes and first fruits to God  Levites



Nehemiah 10:39

‘We will not neglect the house of our God.’
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ACCEPTING GOD’S WILL

“When God sends us in a direction which we 
would not naturally choose it takes some 
readjusting of our outlook. First we accept God’s 
will perhaps reluctantly. God’s will is acceptable 
to us. But then we discover it is good, and finally 
we discover it is perfect.”
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Nehemiah 12:43

‘And on that day they offered great sacrifices 
and rejoiced because God had given them great 
joy, even the women and children rejoiced, so 
that the joy of Jerusalem was heard from afar.’
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COVENANT PROMISES

• Not to marry foreigners

• To keep the Sabbath holy

– Weekly and 7th year Sabbath rest/cancelling debts

• Pay tributes to the work of the Temple

• Giving tithes and first fruits to God  Levites





‘400 years of silence’




