
STUDENT STUDY GUIDE:  WEEK ELEVEN // NEHEMIAH 
 

KEY UNDERSTANDING OBJECTIVES 
1. Nehemiah was a godly man and skilled leader. 

2. Nehemiah’s response to opposition.  

3. The people were unable to keep their commitment to God, even though they initiated 

the renewing of the covenant. 

 

 
ACTIVITY ONE 
[Nehemiah was a godly man and skilled leader.] 
 
Observe 
Read Chapters 1 and 2. 

● Note down aspects of Nehemiah’s character that shows he was a godly man. 

● Note down examples of his skilled leadership. 

 

(For a more thorough look at Nehemiah’s character and leadership qualities, you could read 

chapters 4 and 6 also.) 

 
Understanding 
What do you think made Nehemiah a good choice for this role? 
 
Apply 
What do you take away from Nehemiah’s example of godly character or leadership qualities that 

you can apply to your own life? 

 

 
ACTIVITY TWO 
[Nehemiah’s response to opposition.] 

 
Observe 
Choose two examples of opposition that Nehemiah faced. 

● What was the opposition? 
● How did Nehemiah respond? 
● What was the result/outcome because of they way he responded? 

 
Understanding 
What was it about Nehemiah that enabled him to face opposition? 
 
Apply 

● What have been some of your strategies for facing opposition? 
● Are you in the midst of opposition right now and needing to come against it? What steps 

can you take today? 
 
 

 



ACTIVITY THREE 
[The people were unable to keep their commitment to God, even though they initiated the 

renewing of the covenant.] 

 
Observe 
Read Nehemiah 9:38 - 10:39. 

● List the promises the people made before God. 

● Find the verse references that show that they did not keep each of these specific promises. 

 
Understanding 
In your opinion, why could the people not keep their promises? 
 
Apply 
Read this passage from the Message Bible:  
 
Romans 7:14-20 
14 I can anticipate the response that is coming: "I know that all God's commands are spiritual, but 
I'm not. Isn't this also your experience?" Yes. I'm full of myself - after all, I've spent a long time in 
sin's prison. 15 What I don't understand about myself is that I decide one way, but then I act 
another, doing things I absolutely despise. 16 So if I can't be trusted to figure out what is best for 
myself and then do it, it becomes obvious that God's command is necessary. 17 But I need 
something more! For if I know the law but still can't keep it, and if the power of sin within me 
keeps sabotaging my best intentions, I obviously need help! 18 I realize that I don't have what it 
takes. I can will it, but I can't do it. 19 I decide to do good, but I don't really do it; I decide not to do 
bad, but then I do it anyway. 20 My decisions, such as they are, don't result in actions. Something 
has gone wrong deep within me and gets the better of me every time 
 

● What is the solution to this innate problem of human nature? 
 
 
 
 

 


