
 

JEREMIAH 

 
LITERARY TYPE: A book of prophecy. It also contains historical narrative. 
 
AUTHOR: The author of this book is Jeremiah (1:1) who used a secretary, Baruch, to record his prophetic 
messages (see 36:4). We find supporting evidence for Jeremiah’s authorship in Daniel (Daniel 9:2). 
Although the book is attributed to Jeremiah it was likely collated by an unknown compiler and it is possible 
that chapter 52, which talks about the exile, was added by a disciple of Jeremiah. From the text, we know 
more about Jeremiah’s personal life than any other prophet. He had few friends and many enemies. He is 
also known as the weeping prophet, mourning for his people and the land. 
  
DATE: The book was probably written between 627-581BC. Jeremiah begins his ministry in 627BC, 100 
years after the Northern Kingdom fell to the Assyrians in 722 BC. The book is written mainly in Jerusalem. 
 
RECIPIENTS: To the people of Judah - the Southern Kingdom. 
 
OCCASION: The revival under King Josiah (2 King Ch 22-23), had almost ended at the time of Jeremiah’s 
first prophetic message. Josiah was killed in battle with Egypt (609BC). Judah comes under the control of 
Egypt. As a result Jehoiakim is made a puppet king by the Egyptians. Egypt is defeated in 605BC by the 
Babylonians.  So Judah now comes under the control of the Babylonians. 
 
By 601BC the Babylonians had withdrawn from Judah and Jehoiakim turns again to Egypt for an alliance. 
After Jehoiakim’s death the Babylonians return and conquer Jerusalem in 597BC. They take Jehoiakim’s son 
Jehoiachin captive and install Zedekiah as a puppet ruler. The Egyptians try to form an alliance with 
Zedekiah. 
 
Jeremiah’s prophetic message is, that the Babylonians oppression and their victory over the Southern 
Kingdom, is God’s way of calling them to repentance and faith. Egypt could not save them, they had to rely 
on God alone for salvation. But his message fell on deaf ears and hearts of stone. Zedekiah sided with 
Egypt, but Babylon came and attacked in 587/6BC and conquered Jerusalem - taking the people into 
captivity and destroying the city. 
 
CONTENT SURVEY: 
 
1. Introduction: The ministry and message of the prophet (1) 
 
2. Recurring declarations of judgment on Judah and Jerusalem (2-24) 
Calls to repentance (2-6) 
The temple and idolatry (7-10) 
The broken covenant (11-12) 
Warnings of doom (13–15:16) 
Jeremiah’s sorrow and singleness (15:17-16:9) 
Further warnings (16:10-17:27) 
The potter and the jar (18:1-20:6) 
Jeremiah’s anguish (20:7 – 20:18) 
Warnings to kings (21-22) 
The Branch of Righteousness (23:1-23:8) 

 



Warnings about false prophets (23:9-23:40) 
The vision of figs (24) 
 
3. Recurring declarations of restoration for Judah and Jerusalem (25-34) 
The cup of God’s wrath (25) 
Jeremiah imprisoned (26) 
Jeremiah urges submission to Babylon (27-29) 
   -The sign of the yoke (27) 
   -Hananiah’s reaction (28) 
   -Warning the exiles about false prophets (29) 
The New Covenant (30-31) 
Jeremiah buys a field (32) 
The Branch of Righteousness (33) 
Zedekiah and the slaves (34) 
 
4. Realisation of judgment on Judah and Jerusalem (35-44) 
The Rechabites (35) 
Jeremiah’s scroll (36) 
Jeremiah imprisoned and kept in a cistern (37-38) 
Jerusalem falls (39) 
Jeremiah, Gedaliah and Johanan (40-41) 
The remaining Jews flee to Egypt (42-43:7) 
Jeremiah’s ministry in Egypt (43:8-44:30) 
 
5. Declaration of judgment against foreign nations (45-51) 
A prophecy for Baruch (45) 
Egypt (46) 
Philistia (47) 
Moab (48) 
Ammon (49:1-6) 
Edom (49:7-22) 
Damascus (49:23-27) 
Kedar and Hazor (49:28-33) 
Elam (49:34-39) 
Babylon (50-51) 
 
6. Conclusion: The ministry and message of Jeremiah vindicated (52) 
 
KEY VERSE: 
Jeremiah 1:9-10 
Then the Lord put out his hand and touched my mouth. And the Lord said to me, 
“Behold, I have put my words in your mouth. 
See, I have set you this day over nations and over kingdoms, 
to pluck up and to break down, 
to destroy and to overthrow, 
to build and to plant.” 

 
Sources: Willmington’s Bible Handbook and SOTW lectures 

 


