




JEREMIAH 1:1

The words of 
Jeremiah the son of 
Hilkiah, of the priests 
who were in 
Anathoth in the land 
of Benjamin



SPIRITUAL SETTING: God’s Prophets

Prior to Jeremiah’s ministry:

• Northern Kingdom taken into captivity by 
Assyria – 100 years earlier

• Isaiah & Micah’s ministry – 60 years earlier



SPIRITUAL SETTING: God’s Prophets

In Judah around the same time as Jeremiah:

• Zephaniah prophesying ‘The Day of the LORD’

• Habakkuk prophesying ‘Why?’



SPIRITUAL SETTING: Revival

• The spiritual reforms of King Josiah

– 2 Kings 22-23

– Found the book of the Law of Moses

– Took down idols and worship to false gods

– Renewed the covenant with God

– Reinstituted Passover



SPIRITUAL SETTING: God’s Prophets

• Daniel and Ezekiel are in captivity in Babylon

– They prophesy to the Israelites in exile

– Around the same time as Jeremiah’s ministry in 
Jerusalem



JEREMIAH 1:2-3

To whom the word of the LORD came in the days 
of Josiah the son of Amon, king of Judah, in the 
thirteenth year of his reign. It came also in the 
days of Jehoiakim... until the end of the eleventh 
year of Zedekiah… until the exile of Jerusalem in 
the fifth month.



POLITICAL SETTING: Kings of Judah
• Josiah (640-609)

– Jeremiah begins (627)

• Jehoahaz (609)

• Jehoiakim (609-598)

• Jehoiachin (598/597)

• Zedekiah (597-586)



THE CALL OF 
JEREMIAH



JEREMIAH’S CALLING (1:4-10)

• God initiates and prepares

• Jeremiah feels inadequate – gives excuses

• God provides

• God protects

• God empowers

• God envisions



JEREMIAH’S TRAINING (1:11-19)

• Almond tree = ‘a watchful tree’

• Boiling pot = Babylon, God’s judgement

• Jeremiah is ‘a fortified city, an iron pillar, a wall 
of bronze’ to the people of Judah

• God promises His protection



GOD’S PROMISE (1:8, 1:19)

• ‘’Do not be afraid of them, for I am with you 
to deliver you,’ declares the LORD.” (v.8)

• “They will fight against you, but they will not 
overcome you, for I am with you to deliver 
you,’ declares the LORD.” (v.19)



A MESSAGE OF 
JUDGEMENT



YOU ARE GUILTY!

2:1 – 3:5

• ‘Go and proclaim in the ears of Jerusalem’ v.2

• ‘Thus says the LORD…’ v.2

• The problem (v.13):

• ‘They have forsaken Me’

• ‘hewn for themselves’ 



YOU MUST REPENT!

7:1-15

• ‘stand in the gate of the temple’ v.2

• ‘amend your ways and your deeds, and I will 
let you dwell in this place’ v.3

• ‘has this house… become a den of robbers?’  
v.11



YOU HAVE BROKEN COVENANT!

11:1-13

• ‘Proclaim all these words in the cities of Judah 
and the streets of Jerusalem’ v.6

• ‘the house of Israel and the house of Judah 
have broken My covenant’ v.10



YOU ARE LAW BREAKERS!

17:19-27

• ‘stand in the public gate, through which the 
kings of Judah come in and go out’ v.19

• ‘do not carry any load on the Sabbath day’ v.21



YOU WILL BE CONQUERED!

4:5-8

• Run for protection

• ‘evil from the north’ v.6

• ‘Your cities will be ruins without inhabitant’ v.7



YOU WILL BE DESTROYED!

5:15-17

• They will devour…

• Your harvest and your food

• Your sons and daughters

• Your flocks and your herds

• Your vines and fig trees



SUBMIT TO YOUR ENEMY!

21:1-10

• ‘You shall say to Zedekiah as follows’ v.3

• ‘I Myself will war against you’ v.5

• ‘he who goes out to the Chaldeans will live’ v.9



JEREMIAH 
CONFRONTS 

LEADERS



WARNINGS AGAINST KINGS (21&22)

• Jehoahaz – ‘He will die in the place where they 
have led him captive’

• Jehoiakim – ‘He will have the burial of a donkey’

• Jehoiachin – ‘I will hand you over to those who 
seek your life’

• Zedekiah – ‘I will hand you to Neb.’



WARNINGS AGAINST PRIESTS

• 19:1-6

• 23:11-12

• ‘Both prophet and priest are godless; even in 
my temple I find their wickedness… I will bring 
disaster on them in the year they are 
punished.’



WARNINGS AGAINST PROPHETS

• 23:13-40

• ‘They strengthen the hands of evildoers, so 
that no one turns from his wickedness’

• ‘I will make them eat bitter food and drink 
poisoned water’

• Against Hananiah (chapter 28)



WARNINGS TO OTHER NATIONS

25:12-38 and chapters 46-51

• Babylon and its king

• Kingdoms of the ancient world

• To ‘all the inhabitants of the earth’



JEREMIAH’S 
OBJECT 

LESSONS



GROUP WORK

• Linen Belt (13:1-11)

• Potter’s Wheel (18:1-12)

• Clay Jar (19:1-13)

• Baskets Of Figs (24:1-10)

• Wearing A Yoke (27:2-11)



LINEN BELT (13:1-11)



POTTER’S WHEEL (18:1-12)



CLAY JAR (19:1-13)



BASKETS OF FIGS (24:1-10)



WEARING A YOKE (27:2-11)



HOPE IN THE 
MIDST OF 

CHAOS



BUT… THERE IS HOPE!

• 16:14-18 – a new story will be remembered

• 23:1-8 – a remnant will return and a new 
leader will be given to them

• 25:11 – captivity has an end point (70 years)

• 29:1-14 – exiles are given instructions to settle



BUT… THERE IS HOPE!

• 30:3 – restoration of their inheritance

• 31:31-34 – a new covenant

• 33 – restoration and the Messiah (v.17-18)



BUYING A FIELD (32:6-15)



JEREMIAH’S 
PERSONAL 

EXPERIENCE



THE RISK OF A PROPHET

“Being a prophet in Jeremiah’s day was risky 
business. Prophets had to criticise the policies of 
evil kings, and this made them appear to be 
traitors. The kings hated the prophets for 
standing against their policies, and the people 
often hated prophets for preaching against their 
idolatrous lifestyle.”



PEOPLE WOULD NOT LISTEN

• 7:27 ‘So you shall speak all these words to 
them, but they will not listen to you. You shall 
call to them, but they will not answer you.’

• Chapter 36 – King Jehoiakim cut up and burnt 
the scroll of Jeremiah’s prophecies



PEOPLE WOULD NOT LISTEN

• Zedekiah would not listen to Jeremiah, YET, he 
sent to him to pray and seek the LORD on 
numerous occasions.

– 37:2-3

– 38:14



PEOPLE WOULD NOT LISTEN

• Chapters 42-44 

– Jeremiah is asked to seek the LORD on behalf of 
the remnant in Judah, he says NOT to go to Egypt, 
they go. 

– He warns them against idol worship, ‘we are not 
going to listen to you!’





A LONELY MINISTRY
• 11:18-23 - rejected in his home town

• 12:6 - hated by his own family

• 15:10, 17 - cursed by others, isolated

• 16:1-9 - told not to marry or have a family, and 
not participate in funerals or festivals

• 20:10 - cannot even trust his friends

• 36:5 - banished from entering the temple



A DANGEROUS MINISTRY

• 18:18 – plots against Jeremiah

• 20:1-6 – he is beaten and kept in stocks

• 26:7-24 – priests and prophets want the death 
sentence for him, but he is spared

• 32:2 – imprisoned for prophesying truth

• 38:6 – thrown in a cistern to die



JEREMIAH DEPENDS ON GOD

• 15:15-21

• 18:19-23

• 20:7-18



GOD KEPT HIS PROMISE
• Baruch stood by Jeremiah and supported his 

ministry

• Ahikam helped save Jeremiah from the death 
sentence

• Ebed-Melech the Ethiopian Eunuch rescued 
Jeremiah from the cistern

• Jeremiah is released after the fall of        
Jerusalem




