
 

DANIEL 

 
LITERARY TYPE:  
 
Historical narrative and prophecy. The first 6 chapters are stories from the courtroom of the king’s palace. 
Chapters 7-12 are apocalyptic visions and end times prophecy. 
 
AUTHOR:  
 
The author of this book is Daniel (Ch 8:1).  This is confirmed (Matt 24:15). Daniel means, “God is my Judge.” 
He was a young man of noble blood, who was exiled from Judah during the time of King Jehoiakim 
(609–597 B.C.) in the first wave. He lived in the court of the Babylonian king. After the fall of the 
Babylonian Empire, he served the Medo-Persian Empire that succeeded it. 
 
DATE:  
 
This book was probably written between 605-539BC. It records events in Daniel’s life during the reigns of 
the Babylonian Kings Nebuchadnezzar and Belshazzar. It continues until the first years of the Persian rule 
under Darius and Cyrus. 
 
RECIPIENTS:  
 
The Jews in exile in Babylon. Also to those who had just returned to their homeland of Judah, after being 
released from Babylon during the reign of King Cyrus of Persia. 
 
OCCASION: 
 
Daniel was a teenager when he was taken captive, as one of the foremost citizens, by King Nebuchadnezzar 
on his first raid against Jerusalem in 605BC (1 Kings 24:1). Daniel was selected to serve in the royal court, 
where he rose to 2nd in command in the Kingdom. Daniel continued to hold this position even when the 
Babylonian empire fell to Persia. 
 
Daniel always remains faithful to the God of Israel. He has prophecies for the Babylonians and Persians 
(Ch1-7). These are recorded in Aramaic. Also prophecies for Israel (Ch 8-12) which are recorded in Hebrew. 
Daniel’s early ministry overlaps that of Ezekiel. The final prophecies of the book (Ch 10-12) come after the 
first group of Jewish exiles return to Judah in 538BC. 
 
The book is to: 

● Proclaim God’s sovereign reign over human affairs. This is important for the Jews as they would 
continue without a king. 

● To provide examples of believers, who stood up for their faith, even in the face of death. 
  
Interesting to Note: 

● Daniel says more about the Tribulation and Antichrist, than any other Old Testament book. 
● Daniel 11 has a greater number of fulfilled prophecies than any other chapter in the Old Testament.  
● Chapter 9:25-26 is the only Old Testament use of the word ‘Messiah’. 

 

 



CONTENT SURVEY: 
 
Part One: God’s man in Babylon (1-7) 
Daniel’s preparation (1) 
Nebuchadnezzar’s dream (2) 
The fiery furnace (3) 
Nebuchadnezzar’s humiliation (4) 
The handwriting on the wall (5) 
The lion’s den (6) 
Four kingdoms and the Son of Man (7) 
 
Part Two: God’s prophet for Israel (8-12) 
The ram, the goat and the little horn (8) 
Daniel’s prayer and the 70 weeks (9) 
Israel’s tribulation and triumph (10-12) 

 
KEY VERSE: 
 
Daniel 2:47 
The king answered and said to Daniel, “Truly your God is a God of gods and a Lord of kings and a revealer 
of mysteries, for you have been able to reveal this mystery.” 

 
 
Sources: Willmington’s Bible Handbook and SOTW lectures 

 


