
 

MATTHEW 

 
LITERARY TYPE: This book is a Gospel (meaning ‘good news’). Matthew is one of the synoptic gospels 
(Matthew, Mark and Luke), meaning ‘similar view’. This Gospel presents Jesus as King. 
 
AUTHOR:  Matthew, also known as Levi (Mark 2:14). He was a tax collector who became a disciple of Jesus 
(Matt 9:9) and an apostle (Matt 10:1-4). He was an eyewitness to Jesus’ ministry, death and resurrection. 
 
DATE: It is uncertain precisely when this Gospel was written, but it is suggested to be around 50-60AD. 
 
RECIPIENTS: Matthew writes to a Jewish audience, as evidenced by some of the Jewish terms he uses, the 
inclusion of so many Old Testament prophecies and the use of genealogy. His immediate audience would 
have been Jews living in Palestine. 
 
OCCASION: 
The Gospel was written some 20 years after the death of Jesus and His resurrection. By now the nation of 
Israel had rejected Jesus as their Messiah and Matthew knew that they would soon face the destruction of 
their national and religious life. They were under oppression from Rome.  
 
Matthew proclaims Jesus as King who will return to the earth and set up His kingdom and keep all the 
promises made to the patriarchs and Israel. Until then His disciples need to continue to baptise and teach 
the followers of Jesus. 
 
CONTENT SURVEY:  
 
1-4 Introduction of the King  
5-7 Proclamations of the King: Sermon on the Mount  
8-10 Power of the King  
11-12 Opposition to the King  
13 Parables of the King  
14-16:12 Revelations of the King to His own people  
16:13-20:34 Instructions of the King to His people 
21-23 Presentation and Rejection of the King 
24-25 Predictions of the King (‘The Olivet Discourse’) 
26-28 Death and Resurrection of the King 
 
KEY VERSE:  
Matthew 5:17 
 “Do not think that I came to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I did not come to abolish but to fulfill.” 

 
 
Sources: Willmington’s Bible Handbook and SOTW lectures 

 


