


What are we doing tonight?

• Matthew Chapters 21 – 28

• Main focus will be on their prophetic implications

• Prophecy - fulfilment of the coming Messiah

• Prophecy – the prophetic ministry of Jesus

• How do these chapters affect us today and tomorrow 



Chapter 21
The culmination of Old Testament prophecy

The Messiah – The King of the Jews



The Prophecies – chapter and verse

Zec 9:9
Rejoice greatly, O daughter of 
Zion! Shout aloud, O daughter of 
Jerusalem!
Behold, your king is coming to 
you; righteous and having 
salvation is he, humble and 
mounted on a donkey, on a colt, 
the foal of a donkey.

Matt 21:4-5
4 This took place to fulfill what 
was spoken by the prophet, 
saying,
5 “Say to the daughter of Zion,
‘Behold, your king is coming to 
you, humble, and mounted on a 
donkey, on a colt, the foal of a 
beast of burden.’”



The Prophecies – chapter and verse

Ps 118:26
Blessed is he who comes in the name of 
the LORD!

Matt 21:9
Blessed is he who comes in the 
name of the Lord!

Is 56:7
for my house shall be called a house of prayer for 
all peoples.
Jer 7:11
Has this house, which is called by my 
name, become a den of robbers in your eyes? 
Behold, I myself have seen it, declares the LORD.

Matt 21:13
He said to them, “It is written, ‘My 
house shall be called a house of 
prayer,’ but you make it a den of 
robbers.”



Ps 8:2
Out of the mouth of babies and 
infants, you have established 
strength because of your foes,
to still the enemy and the avenger.

Matt 21:16
And Jesus said to them, “Yes; have 
you never read, “‘Out of the mouth 
of infants and nursing babies you 
have prepared praise’?”

Ps 118:22-23
22 The stone that the builders 
rejected has become the 
cornerstone.
23 This is the LORD's doing; it is 
marvelous in our eyes.

Matt 21:42
Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in 
the Scriptures:
“‘The stone that the builders rejected has 
become the cornerstone; this was the Lord's 
doing, and it is marvelous in our eyes’?



Events and how they affect  us today and tomorrow!

The Triumphal Entry - Jesus enters Jerusalem as the King
• Fulfilment of prophecy – prophecy is important in the life of  believer

• Jesus’ obedience shows total submission to the will of the Father

• He was obedient to death on a cross for our salvation



Events and how they affect  us today and tomorrow!

Jesus cleanses the temple

THEN
Appropriates His God-

given authority over man

Chased out:
• The Traders
• The money changers
• Those that sold pigeons
• In fulfilment of 

prophecy

NOW
1 Cor 6:19-20

The Holy Spirit cleanses 
His (Jesus’) Church from 
the inside out so that we 
can:
• Bear good fruit
• Be in the fathers will
• Bring glory to the name 

of Jesus
• Love and bless each 

other



Events and how they affect  us today and tomorrow!

Jesus Curses the Fig Tree

THEN
Appropriates His God-
given authority over 

nature.
• Fig tree withered and 

died immediately
• It had no fruit on it 
• It appeared to be a 

healthy tree

NOW
Gal 5:22-23

We are created to bear 
good fruit. If we do not, 
what then?
Matt 3:10
Matt 7:19
Matt 12:33-37
Luke 3:9
John 15:4-5

Matt 24:32-35



Events and how they affect  us today and tomorrow!

Jesus Confronts and Silences those who Oppose him

JESUS - THEN
Appropriates His God-

given authority over man.

Jesus silenced the chief 
priests and elders with a 

question of his own which 
they refused to answer.

Matt 21:25-27
The baptism of John, from 
where did it come? From 

heaven or from man?”

US - NOW
Using the Holy Spirit to 

guide us Jesus has 
authorised us as believers 
to use His Authority over 

ALL things.
Matt 28:18
Luke 24:49
Eph 1:22-23
Acts 1:8
John 14:26
John 16:7-15



The Parable of the Two Sons - vs 28-32

Here Jesus is admonishing the religious leaders for being hypocrites:
• The first son is a likeness of the actions of a repentant sinner – tax collectors, 

prostitutes and Ray Skilton – they repented after hearing the message of 
salvation

• The second son is a likeness of the religious leaders of the day – they heard the 
message but because of their hardened hearts, unbelief and self-righteousness
refused to repent and accept Jesus as their messiah. They had the law on their 
lips but did not have the things of God in their hearts!



The Parable of the Tenants - vs 33-46

Here Jesus is admonishing the Jews in general, it is also prophetic in nature:
• The master represents God
• The vineyard represents Israel – the Jews
• The tenants represent the religious leaders
• The fruit represents what is owed to God – our heartfelt worship to Him
• The servants sent by the landlord represent the rejected OT prophets right up to 

John the Baptist
• And the murdered son of course, is Jesus

The prophecy:
• Isaiah 5:1-7
• The kingdom of God will be given to those that produce its fruit – vs 43



The Parable of the Tenants - vs 33-46

The Cornerstone – vs 42-44:
• Jesus is the cornerstone upon which his Church is built
• In biblical times, a cornerstone was used as the foundation and standard upon 

which a building was constructed. Once in place, the rest of the building would 
conform to the angles and size of the cornerstone. In addition, if removed, the 
entire structure could collapse.

• vs 44 (a) And the one who falls on this stone will be broken to pieces; (b) 
and when it falls on anyone, it will crush him.”
• (a) The one who repents and accepts Jesus will be broken and renewed
• (b) Those that reject him will be crushed by him when he returns and 

thrown like chaff into the fiery furnace of hell



Chapter 22

In a nutshell the meaning of this parable is pretty clear--it condemns the contempt that the Jews 
as a whole (and everyone in general) had (and has) for God’s gracious invitation to salvation 
through Jesus the Messiah.

The wedding feast or banquet is also a prophetic reference to Rev 19:6-10

For the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy.

• We receive many invitations to come to repentance

• Vs 11, if we are not prepared and ready at His coming, it will be too late to change our minds!

• Jesus warns us that if we refuse his call to salvation – we will end up in hell – eternal 
damnation

The Parable of the Wedding Feast – vs 1-14



Paying Taxes to Caesar – vs 15-22 

The religious leaders are still trying to trap Jesus!

The Pharisees and Herodians ask in verse 17: 

“Is it lawful to pay taxes to Caesar, or not?”

And the Sadducees ask in verse 28:

”In the resurrection, therefore, of the seven, whose wife will she be?”

To both these questions Jesus gave answers that were both marvellous and 
astonishing!

Verse 22: When they heard it, they marveled. And they left him and went away.

Verse 33: And when the crowd heard it, they were astonished at his teaching.



Why were the Lord’s replies so marvellously astonishing?
Taxes to Caesar – verses 20-21: 

20 And Jesus said to them, “Whose likeness and inscription is this?” 21 They said, 
“Caesar's.” Then he said to them, “Therefore render to Caesar the things that are 

Caesar's, and to God the things that are God's.”

• The image that was on the money was Caesar’s – so give to him his taxes!

• The image that is on us is God’s, Gen 1:27

“So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him;
male and female he created them.”

• In other words God’s image is on you – give yourself to God 

• Give yourself to God and he will provide for you – including any taxes to man



• The Sadducees didn’t believe in any resurrection and the Lord knew this.

• His response in verses 29-32 highlighted their ignorance of scripture and the 
power of God, and silenced them.

• The better we know scripture the better we will be able to silence the devil and 
walk in truth and power.

Sadducees ask about the Resurrection – vs 23-33



In these verses the Pharisees are at it again and one of them, a lawyer, asks Jesus in 
verse 36:

“Teacher, which is the great commandment in the Law?”

• They were trying to trap Jesus in saying something that they would consider 
blasphemous against the Law.

• Jesus was well ahead of them – He came to fulfill the Law – they were no match 
for him.

After this little duel, Jesus silences them once and for all when he asks them in verse 
42: “Whose son is the Christ?

The Great Commandment – vs 34-40 



Whose son is the Christ? – verses 41-46
The Pharisees reply: “The Son of David.”

Jesus then delivers the coup de grace that silences them for good in verses 43-46:

43 He said to them, “How is it then that David, in the Spirit, calls him Lord, saying,
44 “‘The Lord said to my Lord,

“Sit at my right hand,
until I put your enemies under your feet”’?

45 If then David calls him Lord, how is he his son?” 46 And no one was able to 
answer him a word, nor from that day did anyone dare to ask him any more 

questions.



What lessons can we learn from this chapter – vs 14-46

• Do not put God to the test – Luke 4:12; Dt 6:16

• Know the Bible

• Believe in Jesus and the entire Bible

• Do not harden your heart

• Be obedient to the Word



Chapter  23 

• They don’t practice what they preach – vs 1-3
• They place heavy burdens on the peoples’ shoulders – vs 4
• They do everything to be noticed by others – vs 5-6
• They love to be called “rabbi” – title chasers – vs 7

8 But you are not to be called rabbi, for you have one teacher, and you are all 
brothers. 9 And call no man your father on earth, for you have one Father, who is in 

heaven. 10 Neither be called instructors, for you have one instructor, the 
Christ. 11 The greatest among you shall be your servant. 12 Whoever exalts himself 

will be humbled, and whoever humbles himself will be exalted.

How Jesus sees the Scribes and Pharisees - vs 1-36  



• vs 13 “But woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites!”
• vs 15 “But woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites!”
• vs 16 “Woe to you, blind guides…”
• vs 23 “But woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites!”
• vs 25 “But woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites!”
• vs 27 “But woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites!”
• vs 29 “But woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites!”

Greek word for ‘woe’ is ‘ouai’ – oo-ah-ee, an expression of deep grief and 
denunciation.
Greek word for ‘hypocrite’ is ‘hupokrités’ – hoop-ok-ree-tace
Two root words: ‘hypo’ meaning under and ‘krino’ meaning ‘judge’

Seven Woes to the Scribes and Pharisees  



• Hupokrites was commonly used of actors on the Greek stage – actors of the 
time wore masks to depict their character.

Literally: a judging under, like a performer acting under a mask (i.e. a theater-
actor);

Figuratively: a two-faced person; a "hypocrite,“ one 
whose profession does not match their practice – i.e. someone who "says one 
thing but does another.“  They don’t practice what they preach!

Seven Woes to the Scribes and Pharisees  



Jesus is really severe with hypocrites, this is how he sees 
them:
• They shut the kingdom of heaven in people’s faces – vs 13
• Lead others astray – make them, like themselves, children of hell – vs 15, 17
• Blind fools – vs 17
• Judgemental – neglect justice and mercy and faithfulness – vs 23
• Outwardly appear righteous – inwardly full of greed and self-indulgence and 

malice – vs 25
• Whitewashed tombs – dead inside – outwardly righteous, inwardly they stink –

vs 27, 28
• Serpents and vipers – poison everything with lies and deceit – vs 29-36. The 

devil is their master – the father of lies!

Seven Woes to the Scribes and Pharisees  



Chapter  24 

The Prophetic Voice of Jesus the Man  

• The Destruction of the Temple – vs 1-2
• Signs of the End of the Age – vs 3-13 
• The Abomination of Desolation – vs 15

• A reinforcing of Daniel’s prophecy in Dan 9:26-27; 11:29-32
• Roman army destroys the temple – AD70

• The great tribulation – vs 15-28
• The Second Coming of Jesus – vs 29-31
• The Lesson of the Fig Tree – vs 32-32 32 “From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon 

as its branch becomes tender and puts out its leaves, you know that summer is 
near. 33 So also, when you see all these things, you know that he is near, at the 
very gates.



Chapter  24 

The Prophetic Voice of Jesus the Man  

• No One Knows That Day and Hour – vs 36-51
• Starting from yesterday – JUST BE READY ALL THE TIME!

36 “But concerning that day and hour no one knows, not even the angels of 
heaven, nor the Son, but the Father only. 37 For as were the days of Noah, so will 

be the coming of the Son of Man. 38 For as in those days before the flood they 
were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day when 

Noah entered the ark, 39 and they were unaware until the flood came and swept 
them all away, so will be the coming of the Son of Man.



Chapter  25 

The Parable of the Ten Virgins – vs 1-12  

• Be ready for the return of Jesus
• Let the Word of God be ever ready in your heart and on your lips

Ps 119:105
Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path.

• 5 wise and 5 foolish virgins – the wise know Jesus – the unwise don’t
• You can’t be saved on someone elses virtues
• You have to work out your salvation through your own personal relationship with 

Jesus



Chapter  25 

The Parable of the Ten Talents – vs 14-30   

Jesus has been away from the World – on a long journey – but He is coming back! 
Will He find you trustworthy?

• The first two servants used their talents and when a person uses their talents, God 
gives them more to use.

• What you don’t use you lose and these servants used their talents for the 
Kingdom and that is why their master says to both of them “Well done, good and 
faithful servant…I will set you over much and now enter into the joy of your 
master.” 

• They will be given much responsibility in the Kingdom because the 
Master could trust them.



Chapter  25 

The Judgement – further prophecy by Jesus – vs 31-46  

• Jesus will judge everyone – vs 31-32
• He will separate the sheep from the goats – the saved from the unsaved – vs 33
• The saved will inherit the kingdom – vs 34
• Unsaved will go to hell – vs 41

Matt 25:46
And these will go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.

“I just wanna be a sheep
Baa, baa, baa, baa

I pray the Lord my soul to keep”

“Don't wanna be a goat…nope
Don't wanna be a goat…nope
Haven't got any hope…nope

Don't wanna be a goat…nope”



Chapter  26 

The Plot to Kill Jesus – vs 1-5
• Jesus prophesy’s his crucifixion to the disciples – vs 1-2
• Chief priests and elders plot to have Jesus arrested – vs 3-5

Jesus Anointed at Bethany – vs 6-13
• At the home of Simon the Leper – vs 1
• The woman with the jar of perfume – vs 7
• Disciples complain – vs 8-9
• Jesus admonishes them – his preparation for burial – vs 10-12
• The woman would be remembered forever for this act of worship – vs 13



Chapter  26 

Judas to Betray Jesus - vs 14-16
• Judas seals the deal and collects 30 pieces of silver
• Fulfilment of prophecy – Zec 12:11-13

The Passover with the Disciples – vs 17-25
• Jesus has everything supernaturally arranged and tells the disciples exactly where 

to go – vs 17-19
• Jesus prophesy’s that one of the disciples will betray him – vs 20-24
• Jesus confronts Judas with the fact that he is the betrayer – vs 25

Institution of the Lord’s Supper – Communion – vs 26-29
• Jesus served the disciples the bread and the cup
• Symbolic of his forthcoming death on the cross
• We eat and drink of Him



Chapter  26 

Jesus Foretells Peter’s Denial - vs 30-35
• Jesus prophesy’s Peter’s denial – before the cock crows he will deny Jesus 3 times!
• All the disciples fell away as Jesus said they would!

Jesus Prays in Gethsemane – vs 36-46
• Jesus, although feeling sorrowful, prayed for the Father’s will to be done.
• Vs 39 “My Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from me; nevertheless, not as I 

will, but as you will.”
• He was totally obedient



Chapter  26 

Betrayal and Arrest of Jesus - vs 47-56
• Jesus’ prophecy comes true
• Judas and the chief priests arrive with a great crowd to arrest  Jesus
• The kiss of betrayal

Verse 26:56
56 But all this has taken place that the Scriptures of the prophets might be fulfilled. 

Then all the disciples left him and fled.



Chapter  26 

Jesus Before Caiaphas and the Council - vs 57-68
• Jesus suffers insult and judgement from man
• He did it for us – because He loves us so much!
• Unbelief and hardness of heart still rife within the Jewish leaders.

Peter’s Denial of Jesus – vs 69-75
• Jesus’s prophesy comes true.
• The servant girl (twice) and the bystanders
• Peter break down and weeps bitterly.



Chapter  27 

Jesus Delivered to Pilate - vs 1-2
• Trumped up charges
• Fake news!

Judas Hangs Himself – vs 3-10
• After throwing his 30 pieces of silver into the temple, Judas hangs himself in 

remorse
• The chief priests buy the potter’s field with the blood money – Field of Blood

Jesus Before Pilate – vs 11-14
• Jesus makes no response to Pilate’s questions and charges



Chapter  27 

The Crowd Chooses Barabbas - vs 15-23
• Give us Barabbas!
• Pilate new that it was out of jealousy that the chief priests had brought charges 

against him
• Pilate’s wife, because she had been tormented in a dream, warned Pilate not to 

condemn the righteous man – vs 19
• Crucify! Crucify! Was their cry, on Golgotha’s dark hill!

Pilate Delivers Jesus to be Crucified – vs 24-26
• Pilate symbolically washes his hands of Jesus’ blood
• Pilate has Jesus flogged and handed over to be crucified



Chapter  27 

Jesus is Mocked - vs 27-31
• Soldiers paid mock homage to Jesus as King of the Jews
• Led him away to be crucified

The Crucifixion – vs 32-44
• Jesus crucified along with two thieves
• Crowd along with chief priests, scribes and elders mock Jesus 

The Death of Jesus – vs 45-56
• vs 45 Darkness came over the land – man’s darkest deed
• vs 50 Jesus gave up his spirit



Chapter  27 

The Death of Jesus – vs 45-56
• vs 51 Curtain of the temple was torn – enables us to enter God’s presence
• vs 52-53 The earth is shaken and the dead rise
• vs 54 The centurion and others - “Truly this was the Son of God!”

Jesus is buried – vs 57-61
• Jesus body taken, wrapped in linen and place in the tomb by Joseph of Arimathea
• A great stone was rolled across the entrance to the tomb

The Guard at the Tomb – vs 62-66 
• Chief priests and Pharisees ask for the tomb to be guarded to prevent the body 

from being stolen



Chapter  28 

The Resurrection – vs 1-10
• A great earthquake as an angel descended from heaven and rolled away the stone 

– vs 2
• Guards trembles in fear and became like dead men – scared stiff!
• Angel tells the women that Jesus has risen and to go and tell the disciples that 

Jesus is going ahead of them to Galilee where they will see him
• Jesus appeared to the ladies and also told them to tell his brothers to go to Galilee

The Report of the Guard – vs 11-15
• Chief priests bribe the tomb guards to lie to the people – vs 12-13
• So the rumour spread that the disciples had taken the body of Jesus



Chapter  28 

The Great commission – vs 16-20

16 Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had 
directed them. 17 And when they saw him they worshiped him, but some 

doubted.18 And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has 
been given to me. 19 Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing 

them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching 
them to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, 

to the end of the age.”




