






ACTS 1:1-2

In the first book, O Theophilus, I have dealt with 
all that Jesus began to do and teach, 2 until the 
day when he was taken up, after he had given 
commands through the Holy Spirit to the 
apostles whom he had chosen.



LUKE 1:1-4
Inasmuch as many have undertaken to compile a 
narrative of the things that have been accomplished 
among us, 2 just as those who from the beginning 
were eyewitnesses and ministers of the word have 
delivered them to us, 3 it seemed good to me also, 
having followed all things closely for some time 
past, to write an orderly account for you, most 
excellent Theophilus, 4 that you may have certainty 
concerning the things you have been taught.



WHO IS THE AUTHOR?

Look at:

• Acts 16:10-18

• Acts 20:5 – 21:18



WHO IS THE AUTHOR?

Look at:

• Colossians 4:14

• 2 Timothy 4:11

• Philemon 1:23-24

• Acts 28:16



WHO IS ‘THEOPHILUS’?

• Theory 1 = an imaginary figure

– His name means ‘God-Friendly’

• Theory 2 = a real man

– ‘most excellent/honourable’ suggests a man of 
authority and notoriety

– Could be a judge or lawyer?



HOW TO READ ACTS: Timing

• Covers about 33 years of history

• Chapters 1 – 11 covers 10-15 years of history

• Gives us perspective



HOW TO READ ACTS: Intent

• Was Luke’s intent to lay down a pattern for the 
church at all times?

– Then what we read can become normative = what 
God requires of all Christians under any conditions

• Be careful of making a Christian doctrine out 
of one example of the early church!



STRUCTURE

• Peter (1-12)

• Paul (13-28)



STRUCTURE

• Jerusalem (1-7)

• Samaria and Judea (8-10)

• To the ends of the earth (11-28)



STRUCTURE

• 6:7

• 9:31

• 12:24

• 16:5

• 19:20



THE ‘RIPPLE’ OF THE GOSPEL



SECTION 1
1:1 - 6:7



RESURRECTION APPEARANCES



RESURRECTION APPEARANCES



‘Wait for what 
the Father had 

promised…’



ACTS 1:8

But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit 
has come upon you, and you will be my 
witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea 
and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.





OPPOSITION



MATTHEW 10:16-20
16 “Behold, I am sending you out as sheep in the midst of 
wolves, so be wise as serpents and innocent as 
doves. 17 Beware of men, for they will deliver you over to 
courts and flog you in their synagogues, 18 and you will be 
dragged before governors and kings for my sake, to bear 
witness before them and the Gentiles.19 When they 
deliver you over, do not be anxious how you are to speak 
or what you are to say, for what you are to say will be 
given to you in that hour. 20 For it is not you who speak, 
but the Spirit of your Father speaking through you.



ACTS 5:29

But Peter and the apostles answered, “We must 
obey God rather than men.”



ACTS 5:38-39
38 So in the present case I tell you, keep away 
from these men and let them alone, for if this 
plan or this undertaking is of man, it will 
fail; 39 but if it is of God, you will not be able to 
overthrow them. You might even be found 
opposing God!” So they took his advice…



ACTS 6:7
And the word of God 
continued to increase, 
and the number of the 
disciples multiplied 
greatly in Jerusalem, and 
a great many of the 
priests became obedient 
to the faith.



SECTION 2
6:8 - 9:31



STEPHEN’S DEATH



PHILIP 
TAKES THE 

GOSPEL 
TO 

SAMARIA



ROMANS 10:13-15
13 For “everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be 
saved.”
14 How then will they call on him in whom they have not 
believed? And how are they to believe in him of whom 
they have never heard? And how are they to hear without 
someone preaching? 15 And how are they to preach 
unless they are sent? As it is written, “How beautiful are 
the feet of those who preach the good news!”



SAUL’S TRIP TO DAMASCUS



ACTS 9:31
So the church 
throughout all Judea and 
Galilee and Samaria had 
peace and was being 
built up. And walking in 
the fear of the Lord and 
in the comfort of the 
Holy Spirit, it multiplied.



SECTION 3
9:32 - 12:24



PETER’S VISION



THE CHURCH AT ANTIOCH



PETER IMPRISONED



ACTS 12:24
But the word of God 
increased and multiplied.



“The acts of God through Jesus 
Christ by the Holy Spirit in the 

apostles.”
[David Pawson]




