
	 	 	

 

ACTS 

 
LITERARY TYPE: Historical narrative, recording the history of the early church following the resurrection of 
Christ. It is the second part of a two-volume work, with the Gospel of Luke being the first volume.  
It is the only NT book that tells about the ministry of the apostles. 
 
AUTHOR: It is believed to be Luke, the physician and author of the Gospel of Luke. This is supported by the 
similarity in character, style and language. Both books are written to ‘Theophilus’. Acts continues the 
history given in Luke and it is likely that Luke accompanied Paul on some of the missionary journeys (see 
Colossians 4:14). 
 
DATE: The book was probably written around 60-62 AD as it ends before Paul’s release from prison in 62 
AD and makes no mention of the persecution by Nero that started in 64 AD. 
 
RECIPIENTS: The books of Acts and Luke are both addressed to ‘Theophilus’, but not much is known of him. 
Luke calls him ‘most honorable’. It is thought that he was a believer and of high status. The book is also 
written with a Greek readership in mind with a theme of the pursuit of excellence, which would have 
attracted the Greeks by its presentation of Christ as an exemplary human being. 
 
OCCASION: Having written the account of the life and death of Jesus in the Gospel of Luke, he now tells of 
the works of the risen, ascended and glorified Christ through His church. Acts relates the spread of 
Christianity from Jerusalem, throughout Judah and eventually to Rome and ‘to the ends of the earth.’ The 
book records early church history and that the Gospel message is based on historical fact and applies to all 
nations and classes of people. 
 
Acts tells the spread of Christianity to three cities: Jerusalem / Rome / Antioch 
And three continents: Africa / Asia / Europe 
 
CONTENT SURVEY:   
 
Part One (1:1 – 6:7) Good news begins in Jerusalem 
Ascension 
Upper room 
Twelfth apostle elected 
Coming of the Holy Spirit of Pentecost 
Peter’s sermon 
Imprisonment of Peter 
Ananias and Sapphira 
  
Part Two (6:8 – 9:31) Good news spreads to Judea and Samaria 
Seven assistants appointed 
Stephen’s martyrdom 
Philip and the Ethiopian treasurer 
Saul’s conversion 
Response of the Samaritans 
  



	 	 	

Part Three (9:32 – 12:24) Good news spreads to Gentiles 
Tabitha raised from the dead 
Peter and Cornelius 
  
Part Four (12:25 – 16:5) Good news reaches Asia 
Barnabas and Saul sent out: 1st missionary journey 
Council at Jerusalem 
Paul and Barnabas separate: 2nd missionary journey 
  
Part Five (16:6 – 19:20) Good news reaches Europe 
Churches in Turkey revisited 
Gospel to Philippi, Thessalonica, Berea, Athens, Corinth 
Paul returns to Antioch: 3rd missionary journey 
Paul at Ephesus 
  
Part Six (19:21 – 28:31) Good news and Paul reaches Rome 
Paul sets out for Jerusalem 
Paul arrested in Jerusalem 
Caesarea: the defence before Felix, Festus Agrippa 
Paul’s journey to Rome: shipwreck and house-arrest 
 
KEY VERSE: 
Acts 1:8 
‘But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in 
Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.’ 
 

 
Sources: Willmington’s Bible Handbook and SOTW lectures 


