






The Book Of Acts 
• Literary type: Historical Narrative 

• Author: Luke  

• Date: 60’s AD 

• Recipient : Theophilus 

• Occasion: “History of the Church” 

 





Roman Empire 

• Peace and loyalty  

• Retired military forces in conquered lands 

• Public works 

• Caesar  

• Legal religion  



Jews 

• Person and work of Jesus 

• Jesus the Messiah 

• God fearers 

 



Structure of Acts: 

• Peter (1-12) 

 

• Paul (13-28) 

 



Structure of Acts: 
• Acts 1:8  

 

• 8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit 
has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses 
in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to 
the end of the earth.”  

 



Structure of Acts: 

•  1) Jerusalem 1:1-7:60 

•  2) Judea/Samaria 8:1-9:31 

•  3) All world 9:32-28:31 

 





The Ministry of Paul – Acts 13:1-28:31 

1. Paul’s 1st  Missionary Journey – Acts 13:1-15:35 

2. Paul’s 2nd Missionary Journey – Acts 15:36-18:22 

3. Paul’s 3rd  Missionary Journey – Acts 18:23-21:14 

4. Paul’s Arrest -  – Acts 21:15-26:32 

5. Paul’s Journey to Rome – Acts 27:1-28:31  

 



Asking Questions  

• What part does the Holy Spirit play in this 
event? 

 

• What can I see about the growth of the early 
church in this event? 















Earliest Missionary Journeys - Apostle Peter 



Capitals of dispersion of the Jews 



Church in Syrian Antioch Grows and 
Gains Gentile Converts  



Peter   vs   Paul 





Paul’s 1st Missionary  Journeys 

• 44-46 AD 

 

 

 

• Acts 13:1-15:35 

 



Acts 13:2  
 
• 2 While they were worshiping the Lord and 

fasting, the Holy Spirit said, “Set apart for me 
Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I 
have called them.”  

 



Antioch  



Seleucia  



Seleucia  





Why Cyprus? 



Salamis  



Acts 13:5   Salamis 

• 5 When they arrived at Salamis, they 
proclaimed the word of God in the 
synagogues of the Jews. And they had John 
(Mark) to assist them.  

 



Salamis  



Paphos 



Acts 13 :6-12  Paphos 



Acts 13 :6-12 Paphos 

• Eagerly seeking the word 

• Opposition 

• Saul – Paul 

• Spoke when the spirit was upon him 

• Fruit 

 





Perga 



Perga 

• John Mark leaves 

 



Tarsus mountain range 



 Acts 13 Antioch in Pisidia 



How did Paul share the gospel? 



Acts 13:14 

• 4 but they went on from Perga and came to 
Antioch in Pisidia. And on the Sabbath 
day they went into the synagogue and sat 
down. 15 After the reading from the Law and 
the Prophets 



Acts 13:32-33 Antioch in Pisidia  

• 32 And we bring you the good news that what 
God promised to the fathers, 33 this he has 
fulfilled to us their children by raising Jesus, as 
also it is written in the second Psalm, 

 



 Acts 13 Antioch in Pisidia 

• V16 Paul beckons with his hand 

• Men of Israel and those who fear God 

• V21 Saul from tribe of Benjamin 

• V23  Jesus from line of David   Saviour   

• V26 Sons of Abraham – those who fear God 



 Acts 13 Antioch in Pisidia 

• V31 Jesus appeared to the ones closest to him 

• V32 Bring good news 



Acts 13:36-37 Antioch in Pisidia 
 • 36 For David, after he had served the purpose 

of God in his own generation, fell asleep 
and was laid with his fathers and saw 
corruption,  

• 37 but he whom God raised up did not see 
corruption. 

 



 Acts 13 Antioch in Pisidia 

• V39 Not freed by the Law of Moses 



Acts 13: 41 Antioch in Pisidia 
 
• 41 "'Look, you scoffers, be astounded and 

perish; for I am doing a work in your days, a 
work that you will not believe, even if one tells 
it to you.'" 



Pauls lesson 

1. Israel’s history leads to Jesus 

2. Israel rejected its Savior 

3. God raised Him from the Dead 

4. Forgiveness and Salvation are in Jesus 

 



What is happening? 

• Spirit of God is moving among the people 

 

• They are drawn to the gospel  (not Paul) 

 

• They are hungry for the truth 



Acts 13:42-44 Antioch in Pisidia 
• 42 As they went out, the people begged that 

these things might be told them the next 
Sabbath. 43 And after the meeting of the 
synagogue broke up, many Jews and devout 
converts to Judaism followed Paul and 
Barnabas, who, as they spoke with them, 
urged them to continue in the grace of God. 

 



Acts 13:44-47 Antioch in Pisidia 
• 44 The next Sabbath almost the whole city 

gathered to hear the word of the Lord. 
45 But when the Jews saw the crowds, they 
were filled with jealousy and began to 
contradict what was spoken by Paul, 46 And 
Paul and Barnabas spoke out boldly, saying, 
“It was necessary that the word of God be 
spoken first to you.  



Acts 13:44-47 Antioch in Pisidia 
• Since you thrust it aside and judge 

yourselves unworthy of eternal life, behold, 
we are turning to the Gentiles. 47 For so the 
Lord has commanded us, saying, 

• “‘I have made you a light for the 
Gentiles, that you  

• may bring salvation to the ends of the 
earth.’” 
 



Acts 13:48-49 Antioch in Pisidia 

• 48 And when the Gentiles heard this, they 
began rejoicing and glorifying the word of the 
Lord, and as many as were appointed to 
eternal life believed. 49 And the word of the 
Lord was spreading throughout the whole 
region.  

 



Acts 13  Antioch in Pisidia 

• Opposition 

• Driven out of city 

• Shake off the dust 

• Filled with joy and the Holy Spirit 



Acts 14  Iconium 



Acts 14  Iconium 

• Jewish synagogue 

• Opposition 

• Attempt to stone them 

 



Acts 14  Lystra 



Acts 14  Lystra 

• Healing 

• Zeus and Hermes  Setting the scene 



How does Paul address the Gentiles ? 

• Acts 14: 15-17 



Acts 14: 15-17 
• 15 “Men, why are you doing these things? We also are 

men, of like nature with you, and we bring you good 
news, that you should turn from these vain things to a 
living God, who made the heaven and the earth and the 
sea and all that is in them. 16 In past generations 
he allowed all the nations to walk in their own 
ways. 17 Yet he did not leave himself without witness, for 
he did good by giving you rains from heaven and fruitful 
seasons, satisfying your hearts with food and  

• gladness.”  



Acts 14  Lystra 
• Mainly Pagan audience 

• As they have no O.T. so Paul focuses on the 
natural world 

• Paul is attacked and left for dead by Jews from 
Iconium 

• Appoint elders in every church 

 

 



Paul’s strategy to establish churches 
via the Holy Spirit 
• City 

• Gospel spread from there 

• Sent the best  

• Made disciples 

• Church left to self govern 





Attalia 



Antioch  



Acts 14:26-28 

• 26 and from there they sailed to Antioch, where 
they had been commended to the grace of God 
for the work that they had fulfilled. 27 And when 
they arrived and gathered the church together, 
they declared all that God had done with them, 
and how he had opened a door of faith to the 
Gentiles. 28 And they remained no little time with 
the disciples. 

 



Acts 15 Council of Jerusalem 



Acts 15 Council of Jerusalem 

• Do Gentiles first have to become Jews before 
they can become Christians? 

 

• Do Gentiles have to observe the Mosaic Law 
after they become Christians? 
 



Acts 15 Council of Jerusalem 
• Acts 15:11  

 

• But we believe that we will be saved 
through the grace of the Lord Jesus, just 
as they will.” 



Acts 15 Council of Jerusalem 

• Acts 15:19  
 

• Therefore my judgment is that we 
should not trouble those of the 
Gentiles who turn to God,  



Acts 15 Council of Jerusalem 

• Gentile Christians should abstain from food 
polluted by idols 

• No Sexual immorality 

• Not to use the meat of strangled animals 

• Do not touch blood  



Acts 15 Council of Jerusalem 

• The instructions were not intended to 
guarantee salvation but to promote peace 
within the early church. 
 



Result of Council 

• Preserved unity between Paul and Jerusalem 
leaders 

• Opened door to wider Gentile missions 

• Paved way for separation of Judaism and 
Christianity  



Paul vs Barnabas 

• Acts 15 : 36-41 



Paul’s case 

• John Mark had let Paul and Barnabas down 

• John Mark showed immaturity  

• His courage was questionable 

• Commitment unproven and his loyalty 
doubtful 

 



Barnabas’ case 

• John Mark was very sorry for his disloyalty 

• John Mark had learned his lesson and 
deserved a second chance.  

• John Mark had potential.  

• Remained  faithful to Jesus 



Violent disagreement 

• Personal element  

• Possibly Paul found disloyalty hard to deal 
with  

• John Mark was family - the cousin of Barnabas  



Galatians 2:13 

• 13 And the rest of the Jews acted hypocritically 
along with him, so that even Barnabas was led 
astray by their hypocrisy.  

 



Consequence  

• Paul and Barnabas separate - never to work 
together again 

• God continued to use Paul and Barnabas 



Colossians 4:10  

•  Aristarchus my fellow prisoner greets you, 
and (John) Mark the cousin of Barnabas 
(concerning whom you have received 
instructions—if he comes to you, welcome 
him),  

 



2 Timothy 4:11 

• 11 Luke alone is with me. Get (John) Mark and 
bring him with you, for he is very useful to me 
for ministry.  

 



Failure to compromise 

• Disloyalty 

 

• Fussy 

 

• Character flaws 

 



Paul’s 2nd  Missionary  Journeys 

• 49-52 AD 

 

 

 

• Acts 15:36-18:22 

 





Acts 16  Derbe 



Acts 16:3 

• 3 Paul wanted Timothy to accompany him, and 
he took him and circumcised him because of 
the Jews who were in those places, for they all 
knew that his father was a Greek.  

 



• Acts 16:5 
5 So the churches 
were strengthened in 
the faith, and they 
increased in numbers 
daily. 
 



Call of Macedonia  



Acts 16:6  

• 6 And they went through the region of Phrygia 
and Galatia, having been forbidden by the 
Holy Spirit to speak the word in Asia. 

 



Acts 16:7 

• 7 And when they had come up to Mysia, they 
attempted to go into Bithynia, but the Spirit of 
Jesus did not allow them. 

 



Troas 



Acts 16:9 

• 9 And a vision appeared to Paul in the night: a 
man of Macedonia was standing there, urging 
him and saying, “Come over to Macedonia 
and help us.”  

 



Acts 16:10 

• Who is the we? 



Acts 16:10 

• 10 And when Paul had seen the vision, 
immediately we sought to go on into 
Macedonia, concluding that God had called us 
to preach the gospel to them. 

 





Neapolis 



Philippi 





Acts 16:13-15 Philippi 

• Read and observe 



Acts 16  Philippi 

• Lydia    Setting the scene 

 



Acts 16:13-15 Philippi 

• place of prayer, and we sat down and spoke to 
the women who had come together.  

• a woman named Lydia,  

• a seller of purple goods,  

• come to my house and stay.” And 
she prevailed upon us. 



Acts 16:15 Philippi 

• 15 And after she was baptized, and her 
household as well, she urged us, saying, “If 
you have judged me to be faithful to the Lord, 
come to my house and stay.” And 
she prevailed upon us. 

 



Application 

• What application could you take away from 
this passage for yourself? 



Acts 16:16-21 

• Slave Girl - Setting the scene 



Acts 16:16-21 

• Read and discuss what you understand from 
this passage. 



Philippi 



Acts 16  Philippi 

• Prison 

• Earthquake 



Acts 16:31-33 

•  31 And they said, “Believe in the Lord Jesus, 
and you will be saved, you and your 
household.”  

•  33 And he took them the same hour of the 
night and washed their wounds; and he was 
baptized at once, he and all his family. 

 



Thessalonica 



Acts 17:1-3  Thessalonica 

• What do you observe about what Paul does? 



Acts 17:1-3  Thessalonica 
• 17 they came to Thessalonica, where there was a 

synagogue of the Jews. 2 And Paul went in, as was 
his custom, and on three Sabbath days he 
reasoned with them from the Scriptures, 
3 explaining and proving that it was necessary for 
the Christ to suffer and to rise from the dead, and 
saying, “This Jesus, whom I proclaim to you, is 
the Christ.”  

 



Acts 17:6-8 Thessalonica 

• , “These men who have turned the world 
upside down have 

• , and they are all acting against the decrees of 
Caesar, saying that there is another king, 
Jesus.”  



Caesar 



Berea 



Athens 



Acts 17:22-24 

• How does Paul introduce the Gentiles to God? 



Acts 17:22-24 

• To the unknown god.’ What therefore you 
worship as unknown, this I proclaim to you. 
24 The God who made the world and 
everything in it, being Lord of heaven and 
earth, does not live in temples made by man, 



Athens 

• Idols 

• Unknown God 



Athens  Areopagus 



Corinth 

• Priscilla and Aquila 

 

• Crispus, the leader 
of the synagogue  



Ephesus 

• Apollos 





Paul’s 3rd  Missionary  Journeys 

• 54-58 AD 

 

 

 

• 18:23-21:14 

 





Ephesus 



Acts 19:2-6  
• 2 And he said to them, “Did you receive the Holy Spirit 

when you believed?”  
•  3 And he said, “Into what then were you baptized?” They 

said, “Into John's baptism.” 4 And Paul said, “John baptized 
with the baptism of repentance, telling the people to 
believe in the one who was to come after him, that is, 
Jesus.” 5 On hearing this, they were baptized in the name 
of the Lord Jesus. 6 And when Paul had laid his hands on 
them, the Holy Spirit came on them, and they began 
speaking in tongues and prophesying. 
 



Acts 19:11-20 



Acts 19:12 

• 12 so that even handkerchiefs or aprons that 
had touched his skin were carried away to the 
sick, and their diseases left them and the evil 
spirits came out of them. 

 



Acts 19:13 

• 13 Then some of the itinerant 
Jewish exorcists undertook to invoke the name 
of the Lord Jesus over those who had evil 
spirits, saying, “I adjure you by the Jesus 
whom Paul proclaims.” 

 



 
Acts 19:20 
20 So the word of the 
Lord continued to 
increase and prevail 
mightily. 
 



Gift for the Jews 



Acts 20:22-23 

• 22 And now, behold, I am going to Jerusalem, 
constrained by the Spirit, not knowing what 
will happen to me there, 23 except that the 
Holy Spirit testifies to me in every city 
that imprisonment and afflictions await me. 

 





Paul’s Arrest 

• Jerusalem  

 

 

 

• Acts 21:15-26:32 



Acts 23:6 

• 6 Now when Paul perceived that one part 
were Sadducees and the other Pharisees, he 
cried out in the council, “Brothers, I am a 
Pharisee, a son of Pharisees. It is with respect 
to the hope and the resurrection of the dead 
that I am on trial.” 

 



Acts 23:11 

•  11 The following night the Lord stood by him 
and said, “Take courage, for as you have 
testified to the facts about me in Jerusalem, 
so you must testify also in Rome.” 

 



Why Rome? 

• Paul would receive an unbiased trial 

• The gospel would spread throughout the 
empire as Rome was the center 



 
Paul’s Journey to Rome  
 

 

 

 

 

• Acts 27:1-28:31 









After Acts 



Paul’s letters 







Acts 

• History of the early church 

• Baptism in the Holy Spirit 

• Baptism in water 

• How the gospel spread to the Gentiles 

• Apostle Paul 



Acts 1:8 
 

• 8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit 
has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses 
in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to 
the end of the earth.”  

 




