
STUDENT STUDY GUIDE: WEEK SIX // JAMES 
 

KEY UNDERSTANDING OBJECTIVES 
1. Who was James, the author. 
2. A believer’s faith in Jesus will be evident by their works. 
3. James gives very practical wisdom on how to live out our faith. 

 
 
ACTIVITY ONE 
[Who was James, the author.] 
 
It is suggested that the book is probably written by ‘James the Just’ (the half-brother of 
Jesus). It is helpful to understand some background information about the author. Look up 
the following verses and note down what you learn about James. 
 
Matthew 12:46-50 
Matthew 13:55 
Mark 6:3 
John 2:12 
John 7:2-10 
Acts 1:4 
Acts 12:17 
Acts 21:17-26 
1 Corinthians 15:7 
Galatians 2:12 
 

● What do you think it would have been like to be the brother of Jesus? 
● How do you think this hindered or helped James in his writing? 

 
 
ACTIVITY TWO 
[A believer’s faith in Jesus will be evident by their works.] 
 
Observe 
Read James 2:14-26. 

● Consider what James is saying about how faith and works go together. 
● If you took verse 24 in isolation what damage would this do to the Christian faith? 

 
Understand 
Summarise, in your own words, what James is saying about ‘faith and works’. 
 
Apply 
“Good works do not go before justification as causes or conditions, but follow it as fruits 
and effects.”  
What good works could you point to in your life as evidence of your faith? (You do not 
have to submit this answer, it is more for your personal reflection.) 

 



 
ACTIVITY THREE 
[James gives very practical wisdom on how to live out our faith.] 
 
Choose one point that God has highlighted to you personally in the book of James. 
 

● Go back and read this point in its context. (Ask yourself: Is this point part of a bigger 
theme that James discusses? Where does James first mention this point/theme?) 

● Observe the passage closely - what is James actually saying?  
● What is your understanding about from this passage? 
● How do you need to apply this to your life? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


