
	 	 	

 

1&2 TIMOTHY 

 
LITERARY TYPE: Letters, known as ‘Pastoral Epistles’. 
 
AUTHOR: “Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus.” (1 Tim 1:1)  
 
DATE: Around 62-64AD for 1 Timothy and 67-68AD for 2 Timothy. 
 
RECIPIENTS: “I am writing to Timothy, my true son in the faith.” (1 Tim 1:2)  
 
Paul had met Timothy on his second missionary journey. Timothy was half Jewish and half Greek. 
He had a solid knowledge of the scripture and became a disciple of Paul. Paul had left him in Ephesus as his 
trusted representative. He writes these letters to instruct Timothy in this work. 
 

1 TIMOTHY 
OCCASION: It is suggested that Paul wrote this letter after being released from his house arrest in Rome (as 
described in Acts 28:30-31). Paul wants to lay a firm foundation for the churches that he had established. 
 
The letter is written to: 

• Encourage Timothy in his faith. 
• To give instruction in church organisation. 
• To give instruction in personal conduct. 

 
CONTENT SURVEY:  
Part One: Fighting the good fight (1) 

• Salutation 
• Warning against false teachers 
• Paul’s testimony 
• Timothy encouraged in the fight 

Part Two: Churches for the good fight (2 - 3) 
• Exhortation to prayer 
• Women in the church 
• Leaders in the church 
• Bishops 
• Deacons 

Part Three: Pastors for the good fight (4 - 6) 
• Warning of apostasy 
• Exhortation to leadership 
• Respect for all; care for widows 
• Honouring and supporting elders 
• Advice on leadership, health 
• Christian bond servants 
• False teachers; greed; contentment 
• The good fight of faith 
• Proper use of wealth 



	 	 	

KEY VERSE: 
1 Timothy 3:15 
“If I delay, you may know how one ought to behave in the household of God, which is the church of the 
living God, a pillar and buttress of the truth.” 
 

2 TIMOTHY 
OCCASION: It is suggested that Paul wrote this letter at a time when he could sense that death was near. It 
is a very personal letter, from a dying father to his son, where Paul takes this final opportunity to offer 
Timothy encouragement to keep going strong in the faith. 
 
The letter is written to exhort Timothy towards: 

• Faithfulness, 
• Endurance, 
• Holding on to sound doctrine, 
• The danger of apostasy, 
• His ministry. 

 
 CONTENT SURVEY:  
Part One: Exhortations (1:1 – 4:8) 

• Exhortation to faithfulness 
• Exhortation to endurance 
• Exhortation to sound doctrine 
• Warning against apostasy 
• Exhortation to faithfulness in Bible study 
• Exhortation to faithfulness in ministry 

Part Two: Requests and Greetings (4:9-22) 
• Personal requests 
• Warning about Alexander 
• Recollections and assurances 
• Greetings, information, benediction 

 
KEY VERSE: 
2 Timothy 2:2-3 
“and what you have heard from me in the presence of many witnesses entrust to faithful men, who will be 
able to teach others also. Share in suffering as a good soldier of Christ Jesus.” 
 

 
Sources: Willmington’s Bible Handbook and SOTW lectures 
 


