


1 TIMOTHY: Literary Type

• Letter – Pastoral Letter

• Non-governmental

• Not designed to be read out loud 

• Personal and intimate 



Author & Date

• Most likely in AD 62 

• It’s likely that Paul was in Macedonia when he 
wrote this letter







Recipient: Timothy

• Timothy, a believer now in Ephesus. 

• We first hear of Timothy in the book of Acts when Paul travels 
to Lystra on his second missionary journey. It is likely that 
Timothy was in Lystra when Paul and Barnabas first visited the 
city on their 1st missionary journey (Acts 14:8-18) 

• Timothy travelled extensively with Paul throughout Paul’s 
missionary journeys before being sent to stay in Ephesus 



Recipient: Timothy

• 1 Tim 1:3 “As I urged you you when I was going to Macedonia, 
remain in Ephesus so that you may charge certain persons not 
to teach any different doctrine.”



Paul’s relationship with Timothy
1 Corinthians 4:17
That is why I sent you Timothy, my beloved and faithful child in the Lord, to 
remind you of my ways in Christ, as I teach them everywhere in every church.

1 Corinthians 16:10
When Timothy comes, see that you put him at ease among you, for he is 
doing the work of the Lord, as I am.

Philippians 2:22
But you know Timothy's proven worth, how as a son with a father he has 
served with me in the gospel.



Occasion
• The Christian church in Ephesus was falling into serious 

error: a form of Gnosticism was corrupting church 
teachings. Paul urges Timothy to remain in Ephesus to 
put a stop to these falsehoods and maintain spiritual 
discipline within the church. Both to protect the Ephesian 
church from further error and to encourage the 
formation of a Christ like community, Paul includes many 
instructions about the administration of the church.





Key Themes & Verses

• Command to Timothy: 1:18-19

• Conduct in the church: 3:14-15

• Conduct of the minister: 4:6

• Final instructions and charge: 6:20-21



GROUPWORK

• How does the ‘2018 Western’ mindset interpret some of 
these key issues?

– The role of women 

– Submission 

– Slavery

– Serving in church 

• How do you see it?



END



2 TIMOTHY: Literary Type

• Letter – Pastoral Letter



Author & Date

• Most likely written AD 66

• Paul wrote this in Rome during his final 
imprisonment 



Recipient: Timothy

• Timothy has been in Ephesus for over 4 years

• This is Paul’s last writings to Timothy who he hasn’t seen in 
years 

• Timothy is now carrying on the legacy from Paul



Occasion

• Paul is in Rome and writing his last words to 
Timothy

• His memoirs & final letter  





Key Themes & Verses



GROUPWORK

• What would you include in your memoirs / the final recording 
of your life and impartation?
– What would your revelation be? 

– What would your testimony be? 



Some final thoughts…

• These two books form some of the most intimate writings on 
the early church reality and what a spiritual father / son 
relationship can look like 

• The early church faced the same theological challenges and 
sinful lifestyles we face today

• The church today is in desperate need of spiritual fathers like 
Paul who will pour themselves out and for spiritual children 
like Timothy who will fight the good fight 




