
	 	 	

 

COLOSSIANS 

 
LITERARY TYPE: An epistle / letter.  
 
AUTHOR: Paul, an apostle for Christ. Born Saul in Tarsus a Cilician city, he was Jewish by birth. 
He was a Roman citizen and brought up in the Greek culture. He was a Pharisee and converted to 
Christ on the road to Damascus (Acts 9:22). 
 
Paul became an evangelist and major theologian of the early church. His story, his conversion and 
ministry, is told by Luke. Paul expounds on his faith in Christ in his 13 letters to the early church. 
 
DATE: Believed to have been written during Paul’s imprisonment in Rome, approx. 61-63AD. 
 
RECIPIENTS: Written to the Christians in Colossae, 100 miles east of Ephesus. Paul had never 
personally visited the church there. 
 
OCCASION: The church was probably founded by Epaphras (1:7) as a result of Paul’s work in 
Ephesus (55-58AD). Epaphras visits Paul, who was under house arrest in Rome, and informs him 
of heresies in the Colossian church. Paul writes this letter to warn them against false teaching that 
obscures the majesty and glory of God and promotes religious observances. 
 
The false teaching was a mixture of ceremonial Judaism and oriental theosophy that opposed the 
simplicity of the Gospel and union with Christ. 
 
The letter was written to: 

• Tell the Colossians of Paul’s care for them and his concern for their spiritual development. 
• To present Jesus as preeminent in all things and to warn against anything that distracts 

from this. 
• To encourage holiness. 

 
This book presents the strongest image of Christ’s pre-eminence and contains the strongest 
warnings against human philosophy. 
 
CONTENT SURVEY:  
What Christ did for us – Doctrinal supremacy of Christ (Chapters 1-2) 
What Christ does through us – Practical submission to Christ (Chapters 3-4) 
 
KEY VERSE: 
Colossians 1:18 
“And He is the head of the body, the church. He is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that 
in everything He might be preeminent.” 
 

 
Sources: Willmington’s Bible Handbook and SOTW lectures 
 


