




THE AUTHOR

1:1 

‘Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of 
God, and Timothy our brother…’

4:18

‘I, Paul, write this greeting with my own hand.’



PAUL

61-63 AD 

• Paul is under house arrest in Rome (Acts 28:30-31)

• He is on trial for professing Jesus as LORD

• As a Roman citizen he appealed to Caesar (Acts 25:12)

• Able to receive visitors, shared the gospel with 
Caesar’s household, continued teaching



TIMOTHY

• Very dear to Paul – like a son

• Travelling companion of Paul from his second 
missionary journey (Acts 16:1-3)

• Trusted leader/authority over churches

• Paul called for him in his last days (2 Tim 4:9)



THE RECIPIENTS

1:2 

‘to the saints and faithful brethren in Christ who 
are at Colossae…’





COLOSSAE

• Had been a prominent trading town on the 
route from East to West

• Very multicultural = many influences

• Many gods and religions from all over the 
world



MANY BELIEFS IN COLOSSAE

• Animism – powers of nature/ earth worship

• Astrology – Eastern practice

• Greek & Roman gods – pagan religions

• Gnosticism/Mysticism – ‘special knowledge’ 

• Judaism – less moral, more philosophical

• Christianity – still in its infancy





THE CHURCH AT COLOSSAE

• Acts 2:1-11

• People from Phrygia were present on 
Pentecost when the Spirit was manifest 
amongst the disciples

• ‘…we hear them in our own tongues speaking 
of the mighty deeds of God.’ (v11)



THE CHURCH AT COLOSSAE

1:7-8

‘…just as you learned it from Epaphras, our 
beloved fellow bond-servant, who is a faithful 
servant of Christ on our behalf and he also 
informed us of your love in the Spirit.’



EPAPHRAS

4:12 

‘Epaphras, who is one of your number, a 
bondslave of Jesus Christ, sends you his 
greetings, always laboring earnestly for you in 
his prayers, that you may stand perfect and fully 
assured in all the will of God.’



EPAPHRAS

4:13 

‘For I testify for him that he has a deep concern 
for you and for those who are in Laodicea and 
Hierapolis.’



THE POSTAL SERVICE

4:7

‘As to all my affairs, 
Tychicus, our beloved 
brother and faithful servant 
and fellow bond-servant in 
the LORD, will bring you 
information.’



THE POSTAL SERVICE

4:8

‘For I have sent him to you for this very purpose, 
that you may know about our circumstances and 
that he may encourage your hearts;’



THE POSTAL SERVICE

4:9

‘and with him Onesimus, our faithful and 
beloved brother, who is one of your number. 
They will inform you about the whole situation 
here.’



LETTER TO PHILEMON

v.10 ’I appeal to you for my child Onesimus…’

v.12 ‘I have sent him back to you in person…’

v.16 ‘no longer as a slave, but more than a slave, 
a beloved brother…’



LETTER TO THE EPHESIANS

Ephesians 6:21-22

‘But that you also may know about my 
circumstances, how I am doing, Tychicus… will 
make everything known to you. I have sent him 
to you for this very purpose, so that you may 
know about us…’



A MYSTERY LETTER??

Colossians 6:16

‘When this letter is read among you, have it also 
read in the church of the Laodiceans; and you, 
for your part read my letter that is coming from 
Laodicea.’

* Laodicea was about 10 miles away. 







WHAT’S THE ISSUE?

“Correspondence always corresponds to 
what’s going on at the other end.” 

[David Pawson]



WHAT’S THE ISSUE?

It is clear that there was wrong teaching leading 
to wrong belief and resulting in ungodly 
behavior

BELIEF → BEHAVIOUR

…but it’s not clear what the wrong teaching 
was!



WHAT’S THE ISSUE?

• It takes time and effort to work out what was 
the issue in Colossae that caused Paul to write 
to the church there.

• We have to work backwards, starting with 
what we DO know - the content of the letter



HAVE A GO…

Read through chapters 1:13 to 3:2 and see if you 
can identify statements that Paul is saying that 
appear to be combating some false teaching 
about Christ/Christian faith or encouraging 
ungodly behaviours.



CLUES IN THE TEXT

1:15-17 Emphasises Christ as being OVER 
creation

1:25-27; 2:2 The hidden ‘mystery’ or 
‘knowledge’ has been revealed by God and 
proclaimed to ALL mankind – Christ!

2:4 There appears to be people trying to 
persuade believers through arguments.



CLUES IN THE TEXT

2:8

‘See to it that no one takes you captive through 
philosophy and empty deception, according to 
the tradition of men, according to the 
elementary principles of the world, rather than 
according to Christ.’



CLUES IN THE TEXT

2:16

‘Therefore no one is to act as your judge in 
regard to food or drink or in respect to a festival 
or a new moon or a Sabbath day…’



CLUES IN THE TEXT

2:18

‘Let no one keep defrauding you of your prize by 
delighting in self-abasement and the worship of 
angels, taking his stand on visions he has seen, 
inflated without cause by his fleshly mind…’



CLUES IN THE TEXT

2:20b-22

‘…why do you submit yourself to decrees, such 
as, “Do not handle, do not taste, do not 
touch!”… in accordance with the 
commandments and teachings of men?’

• Verse 23



SO, WHAT IS THE ISSUE?

Actually, scholars are not certain what the exact 
issue was that Paul is addressing…



THEORIES

• There are some 44 theories of who these false 
teachers were

• Traditional view = Gnostic Jews

• More modern view = Cynics



SYNCRETISM

“The attempted reconciliation or union of 
different or opposing principles, practices or 
parties, as in philosophy or religion.”

[Dictionary.com]



MANY BELIEFS IN COLOSSAE

• Animism – powers of nature/ earth worship

• Astrology – Eastern practice

• Greek & Roman gods – pagan religions

• Gnosticism/Mysticism – ‘special knowledge’ 

• Judaism – less moral, more philosophical

• Christianity – still in its infancy





CHAPTER ONE

• Greetings and introduction (1:1-2)

• Prayer 1 (1:3-8)

• Prayer 2 (1:9-14)

• A Poem (1:15-20)

• Paul, the apostle (1:21 – 2:3)





CHAPTER TWO

Christ is better than:

• Philosophy (2:4-10)

• Legalism (2:11-17)

• Mysticism (2:18-19)

• Asceticism (2:20-23)



CHAPTER THREE

Practicing the new life in Christ:

• Focus on Christ (3:1-4)

• In your personal life (3:5-17)

• In the household (3:18 - 4:1)

• In your witnessing (4:2-6)



CHAPTER FOUR

• Greetings and final instructions (4:7-18)






