
	 	 	

 

1&2 PETER 

 
1 PETER 

 
LITERARY TYPE: A letter or epistle.  
 
AUTHOR: Simon Peter (1:1) one of the original 12 apostles. Originally a fisherman from Galilee. Peter, 
along with James and John, was part of the inner circle of disciples. Peter would speak for all the disciples 
at key moments.  
 
He is known for his denying of Christ after which he goes on to become an elder and key leader of the early 
church. Tradition says that he suffered a martyr’s death in Rome by being crucified upside down. 
 
DATE: Around 63-64 AD, just before Nero’s persecutions and the death of Paul. The book was written in 
Babylon (5:13).  This could have been a popular code meaning, ‘among victims of oppression’. 
 
RECIPIENTS: Jewish and Gentile Christians scattered by persecution through several provinces of Asia 
Minor (1:1). 
 
OCCASION: Jesus predicted that Peter would strengthen his fellow believers, and in 1 Peter we see that he 
encourages Christians who are under persecution. This persecution would increase as Nero blames the 
Christians for the fire that destroyed Rome in 64 AD, when Nero takes revenge on the believers throughout 
the empire. 
 
The purpose of the book is to: 

• Encourage and instruct Christians concerning persecution. 
• To instruct concerning salvation. 
• To instruct on the coming subjection. 
• To confirm Peter’s agreement with Paul. 

 
The book emphasises Christ’s suffering, which is mentioned in every chapter. 
 
CONTENTS SURVEY: 
1:1-12             Greetings and our hope 
1:13 – 3:12     Holy living  
3:13 – 4:19     Be prepared for suffering 
5:1-11             Structure in Church and last advice 
5:12                 Final Greetings 
 
Alternative 
1 – 2:10             Our destiny salvation 
2:11 – 3:12       Our duty submission 
3:13 – 4:19       Our discipline suffering 
5                         Our duty serving 
 



	 	 	

KEY VERSE: 
1 Peter 4:1-2 
“Since therefore Christ suffered in the flesh, arm yourselves with the same way of thinking, for whoever 
has suffered in the flesh has ceased from sin, so as to live for the rest of the time in the flesh no longer for 
human passions but for the will of God.” 
 
 

2 PETER 
 
LITERARY TYPE: A letter or epistle.  
 
AUTHOR: Simon Peter  
 
DATE: Around 64-67 AD, just before the death of Peter. 
 
RECIPIENTS: Jewish and Gentile Christians. 
 
OCCASION: Peter knows he is about to die so he wants to prepare his reader for a time when he will no 
longer be with them. 
 
The purpose of the book is to: 

• Remind the readers of God’s provisions for salvation. 
• To instruct in spiritual maturity. 
• To warn against apostasy. 
• To assure them of Christ’s return. 

 
CONTENTS SURVEY 
1:1-15           Greetings and encouragement to mature in their faith 
1:16 – 3:10  God’s prophets and warnings against false prophets 
3:11-18         Keep watch the day of the Lord Is coming 
 
Alternative 
1      God’s provision 
2      False teachers 
3      Christ’s certain return 
 
KEY VERSE: 
2 Peter 3:17 
“You therefore, beloved, knowing this beforehand, take care that you are not carried away with the error 
of lawless people and lose your own stability.” 
 

 
Sources: Willmington’s Bible Handbook and SOTW lectures 
 


