
	 	 	

 

ROMANS 

 
LITERARY TYPE: A letter or epistle. 
 
AUTHOR: Paul, an apostle for Christ. Born ‘Saul’ in Tarsus, a Cilician city, he was Jewish by birth and a 
Roman citizen, brought up in the Greek culture. He was a Pharisee but converted to Christ on the road to 
Damascus (see Acts 9:22). He was an evangelist and major theologian of the early church. Paul expounds 
on his faith in Christ in his 13 letters to the early church. 
 
DATE: Written around 57-58 AD, approximately 22 years after Paul’s conversion. The letter was composed 
during his third missionary journey when he was in Greece.  
 
RECIPIENTS: Written to ‘those who have been called to belong to Jesus Christ in Rome’ (1:6-7). There were 
small groups of believers meeting all over the city. It is possible that Paul had been responsible for their 
conversion in other places and they had relocated to Rome. 
 
OCCASION: Paul had desired to visit Rome but had not been able to go even after 10 years of ministry. Paul 
hoped that once he reached Rome the gospel could spread to the west of the empire (15:18). He shares 
this vision in his letter taken to Rome, delivered by Phoebe (16:1). Paul eventually makes it to Rome as a 
prisoner and lives there under house arrest.  
 
Romans is written to: 

• Announce Paul’s plans to visit the city and to speak to the believers, and to enlist support for his 
missions. 

• To teach the fundamental doctrine of salvation, to give them the truth to stand against the 
Judaizers. 

• To explain the unbelief of Israel and show God’s faithfulness in dealing with the nations. 
• To give practical instruction in Christian living. 

 
CONTENT SURVEY:  
 Introduction (1:1-17) 

1) Establishing Paul’s apostolic credentials and His gospel (vv1-6) 
2) Paul and the Romans (vv7-13) 
3) Paul and Evangelism (vv14-17) 

The Wrath of God (1:18 – 3:20) 
The Grace of God (3:21 – 8:39) 
The Plan of God (9 – 11) 
The Will of God (12:1 – 15:13)  
Conclusion (15:4 – 16:27) 
 
KEY VERSE: 
Romans 1:16 
“For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes, to 
the Jew first and also to the Greek.” 
 

Sources: Willmington’s Bible Handbook and SOTW lectures 


