
	 	 	

 

1,2,3 JOHN 

 
1 JOHN 

 
LITERARY TYPE: A letter, although it does not contain the typical features of a letter like greetings and 
introductions. 
 
AUTHOR: The author does not appear in the letter but the early church attributed authorship to John, the 
beloved disciple of Christ and apostle of the church. The evidence to support John as the author include 
the similarity in style between this letter and John’s Gospel and the fact that the author claims to be an 
eyewitness to the life and ministry of Jesus Christ. 
 
DATE: Around 90AD, after the Gospel of John was written. 
 
RECIPIENTS: The recipients of the letter are not identified, but it is believed that the letter was written to 
be circulated amongst churches, possibly in the area of Ephesus where John lived.  
 
OCCASION: It was a time of false teachers coming out of Ephesus, teaching erroneous views about Christ. 
John writes to confirm that Jesus is the Messiah, that they have eternal life and can enjoy fellowship with 
God and fellow believers. 
 
CONTENT SURVEY: 
1:1-4             Life 
1:5 - 2:11     Light 
2:15 - 3:10   Lust / Lies / Lawlessness 
3:11 - 4:21   Love 
5:1-21           Life  
 
KEY VERSE: 
1 John 5:13 
‘I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God, that you may know that you have 
eternal life.’ 

2 JOHN 
 
LITERARY TYPE: A letter  
 
AUTHOR: Tradition holds that John is the author. He describes himself as ‘the elder’, indicating that he may 
have related to the recipient as a spiritual oversight. 
 
DATE: Around 90AD, after the Gospel of John was written. 
 
RECIPIENTS: The letter is addressed to ‘the chosen lady and her children’. It is unclear who this is, but some 
theories include: 

• The personification of a church as a woman, located in or around Ephesus. 
• An actual woman with biological children. 
• A woman who leads a local church, referred to as ‘her children’. 



	 	 	

 
OCCASION: To commend and encourage a godly woman and her children to live according to the truth and 
to warn her against giving hospitality to false teachers. 
 
CONTENT SURVEY: 
Part One (1:1-6)   Commendation and Encouragement  
Part Two (1:7-13) Warning 
 
KEY VERSE: 
2 John 1:7 
‘For many deceivers have gone out into the world, those who do not confess the coming of Jesus Christ in 
the flesh. Such a one is the deceiver and the antichrist.’ 

 
3 JOHN 

 
LITERARY TYPE: A personal letter.  
 
AUTHOR: John is attributed with writing this letter, due to the many similarities it has with 2 John. 
 
DATE: Around 90AD. 
 
RECIPIENTS: The letter is addressed to a man named Gaius. There is not much information about him, but 
he holds a good reputation, is referred to with affection by John and may possibly hold authority in a 
church. 
 
OCCASION: From his base in Ephesus, John sent out ministers to churches in the surrounding areas. Gaius 
entertained these ministers, while Diotrephes, a dominating church official, rebuked Gaius for showing 
hospitality. Upon their return to John, these ministers praised Gaius but Diotrephes was condemned for his 
attitude. John writes this letter to encourage Gaius and to introduce Demetrius. 
 
CONTENT SURVEY: 
Part One (1:1-8)          Commending Gaius 
Part Two (1:9-11)        Condemning Diotrephes 
Part Three (1:12-15)   Introducing Demetrius 
 
KEY VERSE: 
3 John 1:8 
‘Therefore we ought to support people like these, that we may be fellow workers for the truth.’ 
 

 
Sources: Willmington’s Bible Handbook, David Pawson’s ‘Unlocking the Bible’ and SOTW lectures 
 


