




PRINCIPLES FOR READING

1. Read Revelation with humility



PRINCIPLES FOR READING

2. Try to discover the message to 
the original readers.



PRINCIPLES FOR READING

3. Don’t try to discover a strict 
chronological map of future 
events.



PRINCIPLES FOR READING

4. Take Revelation seriously, but 
don’t always take it literally.



PRINCIPLES FOR READING

5. Pay attention when John 
identifies an image.



PRINCIPLES FOR READING

6. Look at the Old Testament and 
historical context.



PRINCIPLES FOR READING

7. Focus on the main idea and 
don’t get lost in the details.



LITERARY GENRE

• A letter

• Prophecy

• Apocalypse



AUTHOR - Human

‘I, John, your brother and partner in the 
tribulation and the kingdom and the patient 
endurance that are in Jesus, was on the island 
called Patmos on account of the word of God 
and the testimony of Jesus.’ (1:9)



AUTHOR - Divine
10 I was in the Spirit on the Lord's day, and I heard 
behind me a loud voice like a 
trumpet 11 saying, “Write what you see in a book 
and send it to the seven churches…’ (1:10-11)

‘Write therefore the things that you have seen, 
those that are and those that are to take place after 
this.’ (1:19)



DATE

Around 95AD

• The close of the first century

• The rule of Emperor Domitian of Rome

• Persecution of Christians



RECIPIENTS

‘John to the seven churches that are in Asia’ (1:4)

“Write what you see in a book and send it to the 
seven churches, to Ephesus and to Smyrna and to 
Pergamum and to Thyatira and to Sardis and to 
Philadelphia and to Laodicea.” (1:11)





OCCASION
‘The revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave 
him to show to his servants the things that must 
soon take place. He made it known by sending his 
angel to his servant John, 2 who bore witness to the 
word of God and to the testimony of Jesus Christ, 
even to all that he saw. 3 Blessed is the one who 
reads aloud the words of this prophecy, and blessed 
are those who hear, and who keep what is written in 
it, for the time is near.’ (1:1-3)



CONTENT SURVEY

(sorry it’s so long…)



KEY VERSE

Revelation 17:14

‘They will make war on the Lamb, and the Lamb 
will conquer them, for he is Lord of lords and 
King of kings, and those with him are called and 
chosen and faithful.’



INTERPRETATION OF PROPHECY

• Two main views:

– A symbolic picture of the eventual triumph of 
Christ and His church over Satan

– Prophecies that will hold a literal fulfillment



APOCALYPTIC LITERATURE









COMPARISON OF 
CHRISTIAN 

MILLENNIAL 
TEACHINGS



CHRISTIAN MILLENNIAL TEACHINGS
PREMILLENIALISM



CHRISTIAN MILLENNIAL TEACHINGS
POSTMILLENNIALISM



CHRISTIAN MILLENNIAL TEACHINGS
AMILLENIALISM



APPLICATION

On your tables, make a list of the things you can 
say (with certainty) that the book of Revelation 
teaches us.



REVELATION TEACHES US…

• That Jesus is the Christ/Messiah

• Jesus will return to earth physically

• The end of history is a reality

• There will be a judgement of all mankind

• The enemy will be destroyed



REVELATION TEACHES US…

• Death is defeated with finality

• There will be a bodily resurrection

• The family of God enter into new Jerusalem

• There will be a paradise (new heaven and a 
new earth) with God at the centre



‘THE REVELATION OF JESUS CHRIST’




